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Private Arnold Leonard Davidson 

 
     Pte. Arnold Leonard Davidson, adopted son of 

William Henry Davidson and Margaret Jane 

McLeese, was born on 15 Feb 1897 in Beachburg.  

He was the 12th sibling of 16 children, 7 girls and 9 

boys.  Arnold had two brothers who also served in 

WWI.1 

     Arnold enlisted on Jul 7, 1915 at Smiths Falls, 

Ontario into the 59th Battalion of the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force at age 18.  He was transferred to 

the No. 4 Canadians on Jun 29, 1916 and joined the 

unit in the field in France on July 13, 1916.  Less than 

2 months after reaching the front, on Sept 1, 1916, he 

was struck by a shell sustaining chest, arm & head 

injuries.  He died from his injuries in No. 13 Gen 

Hospital, Boulogne on Sep 11, 1916 at age 19 1/2 

years.2,3 

     A newspaper article in the Cobden Sun, dated Nov 

7, 2001 provides a detailed summary of Pte. Arnold 

Davidson’s service.6 

    Image 1:  Pte. Arnold Davidson4 

 

     Pte. Arnold Leonard Davidson was buried 

in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Boulogne-

Sur-Mer, Pas de Calais, France.4,5 Pte. 

Arnold Davidson is honored on the 

Beachburg8 & Westmeath9 War Memorial. 

His name is also inscribed on the gravestone 

of his parents in Beachburg Union 

Cemetery.9 

     A letter of condolences was sent to Pte. 

Davidson’s father, Wm Davidson, Esq., 

Beachburg from the Major General, Minister 

of Militia and Defence, for Canada.11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 Image 2:  Letter of Condolences11 
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                        Image 4:  Westmeath War Memorial8 
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