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Private William Edwin BLACK  

Pte. William Edwin Black, son of Thomas Edwin 

Black and Maria Wilson, was born on 7 Mar 1913 

in Ross Twp., Renfrew, Ontario.  Both of Bill’s 

parents were born and farmed in Ross Township.  

Bill was the fifth of six children with four older 

sisters and one younger brother: Violet Whitton, 

Hilly Rankin, Vera Eady, Iris Wagner and L.Cpl. 

Hugh Black, R.C.A.F.1   

     William Edwin Black enlisted on May 4, 1943 at 

London, Ontario, aged 30 years old.  He was 

described as 5' 11", 165 lbs. with hazel eyes and 

light brown hair.  His wish was to join the RCAF but 

he was determined to have unsafe color vision and 

therefore was unsuitable for aircrew.2   

He lived in Forester’s Falls for 21 years; Valdor, QC     Image 1: Bill Black on Harley Davidson, 19343 

for 2 years, working at the Lemarque Gold Mine; Sudbury for 5 years working at the Frood 

Mine; and London, ON for 2 years working at the Crumlin Airport as a mechanic.  He had 

attended technical school sometime in there and  earned his commercial pilot’s licence.2 

     Pte. Black’s hobbies were listed as flying (he owned his own plane), fishing and hunting. 

Pte. Black served in the Western Ontario Regiment, Royal Canadian Regiment, Canadian Army, 

Service Number A106773.2   

     Pte. Black was killed in action on 3 Sep 1944 in the 

Mediterranean Theatre of War, Italy.  He was providing 

covering fire with his Bren gun for the evacuation of 

casualties.2  Pte. Black was 31 years old, and was buried in 

Ancona War Cemetery, Ancona, Provincia di Ancona, 

Marche, Italy.2,4,5,6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             Image 2: Memorial Service7 

A memorial service was held in Ross Presbyterian 

Church7 and his name appears on the plaque dedicated to               

 Image 3:  Bill Black in Italy8            Members of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Ross, who 

served with Canada’s Fighting Forces, 1939-1945.9  His name is engraved on his parents’ 

gravestone in Ross Presbyterian Cemetery10 and also is commemorated on the Pembroke War 

Memorial.11     Pte. Black was eligible for the following campaign medals:  1939-45 Star; Italy 

Star, War Medal; CVSM & Clasp.2 
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Image 6:  WWII Honor Roll, Ross   
Presbyterian Church9 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 4:  Commercial Flight12  Image 5:  Gallant Death13 
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            Image 8:  Black Family Gravestone10 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 7:  Gravestone at Ancona War Cemetery14 

 

 

Image 8: Pembroke War Memorial11  
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