Whitewater Region’s WWII Casualties

Sapper Weldon Archibald CARNEGIE

Sapper Weldon Archibald Carnegie, son of John
Carnegie and Violet Edna Wilson, was born on 9 Mar 1923
in Westmeath Twp., Renfrew, Ontario, Canada. He was the
second oldest of a family of ten, 6 boys and 4 girls. His
brothers Elwill and Alvin also served in the WWII.!

Weldon Carnegie enlisted on April 9, 1941 at Ottawa,
Ontario. On his Attestation Papers his trade was listed as
general duty. He was described as 5' 6™ tall, weighing 143
Ibs. 2He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and light brown
hair.

Sapper Carnegie was stationed at Ottawa, Cornwall,
Petawawa and Borden before leaving for the UK where he
arrived on July 19, 1941. He served with the 10 Field
Squadron, Royal Canadian Engineers (R.C.E.), working as a
carpenter. Two years after arriving in England, Sapper
Carnegie was involved in a motor vehicle accident. The
accident occurred on Aug 1, 1943, when a group of men were
proceeding in a lorry to the unit lines leaving from King's
Lynn. The rain was heavy and visibility poor. Crossing a
level railway crossing, the front corner of the truck struck a post ~ Image 1: Weldon Carnegie?
and two men in the back of the truck were launched over the cab onto the road. Four men in total

Weldon Carnegie
1923-1943

GREENWOOD MAN
DIES IN ENGLAND

Spr. W. .A. Carnegie, R.C.E.,
Was Fatally Injured Last
; Week

Sapper Weéldon Archibald Car-
negle, son.of Mr. and Mrs. John
Carnegle, ' Greenwood, died the
latter part of the week in Eng-
land as result’of injuries receiv-
ed during his. training there,

According to word received by
his parents, Spr. Carnegle jump-
ed from a truck and fell, receiv-
ing Interngl ipjuries from which
he died.

Born at. Greenwood 20 years
ago, Spr. Carnegie enlisted (n
1941 and trained at Petawawa be-
| fore going overseas. Besides his
‘parents, he is gyrvived by a large
| family of brothers and sisters.

Image 2: Death Report!?
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were injured and taken to Swaffam Cottage Hospital.
Sapper Carnegie was later transferred to West Norfolk &
King's Lynn General Hospital where he died of his injuries
on Aug 5, 1943 just after midnight. He had sustained a
fractured pelvis and ruptured urethra with onset of
pneumonia on Aug 4, 1943.2

A court of inquiry was held. The finding of the court:
“the accident was not caused by the negligence of any
person and that the collision was accidental”.? Sapper
Carnegie was 20 years old. He was buried in Brookwood
Military Cemetery, Brookwood, Surrey, England.?*56

Two other casualties with a connection to Whitewater
Region are also buried in Brookwood Mility Cemetery:
FIt-Sgt Pilot Irwin Eady of Forester’s Falls, and Gunner
Grayden Mills Sparling of Cobden. Sapper Charles
Reginald Davies of Beachburg also served with the R.C.E.
In addition to the Gravestone in Brookwood Military
Cemetery.!

Sapper Carnegie is also remembered on the family
gravestone at Greenwood United Church Cemetery in
Greenwood, Ontario’. His name is commemorated on the
Westmeath Township®, Beachburg® and Pembroke War
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Memorials:* Greenwood United Church Tablet dedicated to casualties of WWII soldiers,
Greenwood United Church®? and the Greenwood United Church WWII Honour Roll* located
in Greenwood United Church, Greenwood, Ontario.
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Image 5: Pembroke War Memorial!
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The Pembroke Observer—Tuesday, November 6, lm‘}
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City’s S:Iveg' Cross Mother
Lost Son In World War Il

Editor’s note: Nov. 11 first and semnd World uring a training exer- the navy arrived Mrs. Carnegie feels

is Remembrance Day, Wars, clse in Surrey, England. safe]y home at the end of sorry for the mothers who
the day set aside to honor Violet Carne ie of He was a member of the the had sons involved in the
the men and women who Pembroke will be the Royal Canadian Mrs " Carnegie un- Vietnam conflict.
died in war. Today the Silver Cross mother in Engineers. derstands the fear whlc!; CAnyoneials dida’t
Observer presents the this year's Remem- Before going overseas all young men have o have family in the service
second in a serles of brance Day service here Weldon was stationed at war and wouldn't condem o Fok feelitosTa s
stories on men and and will be placing a Petawawa and the east any for ot wanting to go. I'mnot_saying they don't
women who were in wreath on behalf of all “That was four years Iy O o ar, but
battle or who had sons mothers in memory of “1 “didn't like to see certainly wouldn't want you have to go through
and daughters join the their sons and daughters them go but I was proud to go through again.”
gobal conflicts. who!gave their lives to that my sons wanted to She knows that most
serve their country. fight for their country,” young people today don’t . She wishes to see peace
Mrs. Carnegie’s three recalls Mrs. Carnegie. understand what war ls in the world and often
RYAILEENEOWER oldest sons each signed Although Mrs. Car- about becasue they di thinks about her grand-
WAL R up at the age of 18 to  negie and her late live through it. children and _great
The tragedy of losing a serve in Worl %d War II. husband John always ““My youngest son was jgrandchildren and what
loved one is hard to bear One  of them never expected to lose a son achild at that time and he would happen to them if
atany time. Having a son returned. during !he war, she hardly remembers when an.t.)iher war broke out.
go off to war never to Weldon was killed at pointed out * ns a shock his brothers returned It's always the young
return is a special type of the age of 20 on Aug. 9, when it comes”. She although the girp do men in the prime of theu
. grief many mothers 1943 when he was thrown feelsiortuna!e that Elwill because they a3 lays life who are taken,' she
VIOLET CARNEGIE [ expenenced during the out ol“lthe back of a truck in the artillery and Alven waited for their lez' concluded.

Image 6: “Mrs. Violet Carnegie, Silver Cross Mother4

Image 6: Carnegle Family Gravestone’

Additional information and photographs would be appreciated.
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