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Private Donald Francis Coffey 
 

     Donald Francis Coffey, son of William Ross Coffey and Harriet McDonald, was born on 4 

Jul 1893 in Pembroke but was a native of Forester’s Falls.
1
 He had 4 older living step-siblings 

from his father’s first marriage to Margaret Bell; 4 natural siblings; and after his mother’s death 

in 1900, his father married a third time to Harriett Elliott.  Some of his siblings married into the 

local families of McDonald, Coleman, and McGinnis. Many of 

his siblings later lived in Edmonton1. 

     Pte. Donald F. Coffey enlisted into 194th Battalion (Albert 

Regiment) of the Canadian Expeditionary Force on May 24, 

1916 at Edmonton.  He was 22 years old and at the time listed 

his occupation as farmer.  He was described as 5’ 61/2” tall and 

138 lbs., with a ruddy complexion, grey eyes and brown hair2.  

He was transferred to the 10th Battalion on April 21, 1917.  He 

was reported killed in action in the field on Aug 15, 1917 at age 

243.  The casualty report stated: 

Killed in Action: while taking part with his battalion in 

an attack on Hill 70, he was killed by enemy shell fire, 

just after 'jumping off' in "no Man's Land" at Lens3 

     The Battle of Hill 70 took place on the outskirts of Lens, 

France between Aug 15-25, 1917.  Lens lay inside German-

occupied territory near Vimy and it was tactically planned to 

take the higher elevation just outside Lens in an effort to draw       Image 1: Pte. Donald F. Coffey5 

troops away from the 3rd battle at Ypres and to make the hold on Lens untenable.  The capture of 

Hill 70 was an important victory for Canadian Troops. On that first day when Pte. Coffey died, 

1,055 other Canadians4 also died including Pte. Archie Coleman, another Foresters Falls native. 

     Pte. Donald Francis Coffey was buried in Maroc British Cemetery at Grenay, Departement du 

Pas-de-Calais, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.
5,6 

His name is also listed on the Honor Roll for WWI, 

Trinity United Church, Forester’s Falls7, and the Beachburg & Westmeath War Memorials12,13 

Image 2:  WWI Honor Roll7    Image 3:  Newspaper Clipping8 
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Image 4:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission Certificate6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     

Image 5:  Letter from fellow soldier9 
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