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Corporal Isaac Stewart Eckford 
 
     Cpl. Isaac Stewart ECKFORD, son of Isaac 

ECKFORD and Margaret Ann ROSS, was born on 16 

Mar 1919 on Zion Line, Renfrew, Ontario, Canada.  Isaac 

was born in Westmeath Twp., and his wife Margaret was 

born in Ross Twp.  She was the granddaughter of James 

Ross & Elizabeth Galley, pioneers in Ross Township from 

the early 1830’s.  Stewart was the 10th born of 12 children.  

One sister Eleanor died at 3 months old.  The remaining 10 

siblings lived into adulthood and included: Ross, Harold, 

Lindsay, Allan, Isabella (Mrs. Donald Robertson), Bertha 

(Mrs. Merril Kohlsmith), John, Nelson, Leah – Stewart’s 

twin (Mrs. Alden May), and Clarence.  They grew up on a 

farm on the Zion Line.  Stewart’s brother Nelson was a 

gunner in WWII with the Canadian Field Regiment.1  

     Stewart Eckford enlisted in Ottawa on June 24, 1941 

with the Cameron Highlanders; a couple months shy of 22 

years of age. His enlistment papers indicate that he had 

acquired 8 years of public school but no high school; had        Image 1: Photo of Stewart Eckford, 19413 

been working as a labourer on the 

farm as well as with Hydro Electric 

Commission in Calabogie.  He was 

described as 5’ 6 ½”, weighing 143 

lbs.  His complexion was medium 

with blue eyes and brown hair.  He 

served at Cornwall, ON and Three 

Rivers, QC and was transferred to 

the Hastings and Prince Edward 

Regiment, R.C.I.C., Army Service 

on May 13, 1943.  He embarked for 

England on Dec 13, 1941.  Stewart 

reported for duty at Ewshot, 

Hampshire, England on Dec 27, 

1941 and served in the 

Mediterranean Theatre of War in 

the Sicily campaign before going to 

Italy.  He was appointed Acting 

Corporal in September 1943.2   

     Corporal Stewart Eckford was 

killed on Dec 13, 1943, age 24, 

when he was struck by fragments 

of a shell at the Battle of the Moro 

River.  He was temporarily buried 

near St. Vito, Italy.   
 

Image 2:  Letters about Cpl. Eckford4 
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His remains were moved at 

a later date to the Moro 

River Canadian War 

Cemetery at Ortona, 

Provincia di Chieti, 

Abruzzo, Italy.2,5,6  His 

name is also engraved on his 

parents’ gravestone at Zion 

Line Cemetery, Ross Twp.7 

     Corporal Eckford’s name 

is also commemorated on 

The WWII Honor Roll, St. 

Andrew’s United Church, 

Beachburg8; The Beachburg 

War Memorial9; The 

Westmeath War 

Memorial10; and The 

Pembroke War Memorial11.  

The Campaign Medals he 

earned were the 1939-45 

Star, Italy Star, Defence 

Medal, War Medal, and 

C.V.S. M. & Clasp.2 

      

        Image 3:  Cpl. Stewart Eckford3   Image 4:  Report of death12 
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Image 5: Gravestone at Ortono, Italy5  Image 6: Parents’ Gravestone, Zion Line Cemetery7 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 7:  Article from The Cobden Sun13 
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