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Corporal Isaac Stewart Eckford

Cpl. Isaac Stewart ECKFORD, son of Isaac
ECKFORD and Margaret Ann ROSS, was born on 16
Mar 1919 on Zion Line, Renfrew, Ontario, Canada. Isaac
was born in Westmeath Twp., and his wife Margaret was
born in Ross Twp. She was the granddaughter of James
Ross & Elizabeth Galley, pioneers in Ross Township from
the early 1830°s. Stewart was the 10" born of 12 children.
One sister Eleanor died at 3 months old. The remaining 10
siblings lived into adulthood and included: Ross, Harold,
Lindsay, Allan, Isabella (Mrs. Donald Robertson), Bertha
(Mrs. Merril Kohlsmith), John, Nelson, Leah — Stewart’s
twin (Mrs. Alden May), and Clarence. They grew up on a
farm on the Zion Line. Stewart’s brother Nelson was a
gunner in WWII with the Canadian Field Regiment.*

Stewart Eckford enlisted in Ottawa on June 24, 1941
with the Cameron Highlanders; a couple months shy of 22
years of age. His enlistment papers indicate that he had
acquired 8 years of public school but no high school; had
been working as a labourer on the

ECEIVE OFFICER'S LETTERS

farm as well as with Hydro Electric
Commission in Calabogie. He was
described as 5’ 6 '2”, weighing 143
Ibs. His complexion was medium
with blue eyes and brown hair. He
served at Cornwall, ON and Three
Rivers, QC and was transferred to
the Hastings and Prince Edward
Regiment, R.C.I.C., Army Service
on May 13, 1943. He embarked for
England on Dec 13, 1941. Stewart
reported for duty at Ewshot,
Hampshire, England on Dec 27,
1941 and served in the
Mediterranean Theatre of War in
the Sicily campaign before going to
Italy. He was appointed Acting
Corporal in September 1943.2

Corporal Stewart Eckford was
killed on Dec 13, 1943, age 24,
when he was struck by fragments
of a shell at the Battle of the Moro
River. He was temporarily buried
near St. Vito, Italy.

Image 2: Letters about Cpl. Eckford*
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RE DEATH OF SON |

My, Isaac Eckford, of Zion Line, re-
'cently received the following letters |
from senior officers relative to his
ison, Corporal Stewart Eckford, who

m———

Image 1: Photo of Stewart Eckford, 19413

can be justly proud of him, He gave
all he had.
Sincerely yours
Herb, Long, Capt.
Jan. 18, 1944,

\Pear Mr. Eckford,

made the supreme sacrifice in action I very much regret to inform you

on December 13 last.
M re - December,
Dear Mr. Eckford,

This is one of those hard letters to
write, but having gone throug’q the:*
same thing myself T thought a line !
might help.

Stewart was in a one-story building, |
while we were being shelled, when ,
lthe nccident happened. A shell hit
;th-: roof and a fragment caught him
in the head. He lived a short time
| but never regained consciousness, We
]zuve him morphine and rushed him
{to a hospital but to no avail. He nev-
'er knew what hit him and definitely
did not suffer.
| This letter is inspired by my very

‘'¢lose regard for him as a man; and
as a corporal I could always count
"'on when things were tough.
Stewart had courage galore, never :
' complained and was very popular in
! the platoon. I appreciated him so
‘Imuch that he was in a line for pro-
motion to sergeant, and his loss is
irreplacable to all of us.
| He quietly did his job, giving all hef
' had and inspiring the men under him.
| Words don’t help much at a time
like this, but please believe me when!
YT tell you that we all miss him ter-
‘|vibly, and that we won't forget him
"lin our further dealings with the hun. |
‘| In eclosing decept this true m:counLI
Hof his death. 1 believe all families do
‘| want to know details. Also accept my‘
'l heavtfelt sympathy and believe me
‘ when I say that Stewart has .-u:rvud|
"las an inspiration to us all and you!

faygen@nrtco.net

that your son, 31419, Cpl. Isaac
Stewart Eckford, died of wounds re-

.'ceived in action on Dec. 13th, 1943.

I buried him with full military
honours in our Canadian cemetery at
San Vito. Your son was regarded as
a good and courageous soldier. His
death is a loss to us all. In your grief
I trust and pray you may know the
comfort of Him Who said “I am the
resurrection and the life”.

In the future you will be proud to
remember that your son died in the
best of causes. His sacrifice will help
to rid the world of war and make it
a better place in which to live.

If I can help you in any way, please
do not hesitate to write me.

Faithfully yours
Service Chaplain,
Gordon Jones, Major, .

Sept 2023 1
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His remains were moved at
a later date to the Moro
River Canadian War
Cemetery at Ortona,
Provincia di Chieti,
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Beachburg, have been killed‘ Sy o Are Srarsend Il

in an rthur are 8 n Can-
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. Damos J. Sylvestre, Pem- |old son of John Lafranier and
The Campalgn Medals he broke, has been wounded, the late Mys. Lafranier of West-

meath, has been overseas three
Pte. Prescott was killed\un ‘ycnrn and was in the Italian

earned were the 1939-45
Star, Italy Star, Defence
Medal, War Medal, and

December 12th and Pte. Eck-
ford on December 13th and
their families at Beachburg
received notice of their
deaths on Deeember 24th,
Pte, Prescott had heen wound-
ed a short time previously, but

campaign from the beginning.
Before going to Sicily last spring
he was in Africa for a time. He
has four sisters, Mrs. R. W.
Weisenberg, Pembroke, Misses
Ida and Patricia. at home, and
Mrs. Gordon Halstead, West-

C.V.S. M. & Clasp.?

{ meath, whose husband is serving
his injury apparently was not [iu Ttaly.
aarious, for he remained with
his unit. He was horn at Wesl-
meath on February 24, 1921,
and moved with his parents to
Beachhurg when a hoy of seven
yvears. He attended public and
continnation eéchool there and en-
listed for active sovviee in Jan-
uary, 1942, with ithe ‘Prlueenﬂr
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(efped covesnad . on.
inﬁ ‘and wase statfonga for a-
tima in England, dater mwm;ao |
North ‘Africa, ana took part in
the battle for Sieily, then moved
on to Italy. Burviving ‘are his
mother, five brothers, Pte.
George Prescoft, overseas; James
Prescott, Ottdwa; William Pre-
geott, Pemhroke , and Randolph
and  Bagil Prescott, Beachburg,
and seven sisters, Mri. John
Lacey, Beachburg: Mys, James
McKibbon, Mrs. Gordon Scott,
Miss Susie Pre<cott and Miss
Vivian = Prescoft, Sudbury, and
Misses Mary and Eunice Prescott,
]nenohh\xrg A hrother - in - law,
;(‘mdon F. Beott, is also serving
QV(‘P‘I(’ﬂb
j Slewart Ia('l(l'md was_a son .of
| Isaac Hekford and the late Mrs.
'F‘ckmld and was well known in
the Beachburg distriet. A me~
'morial service was held for him
in St. Andrew's United  church,
Beachburg, Monday and it was
!attended by a large number of
friends of the young man and his
| family.

Cpl. Kekford was born 24 yem's
ago on Zion Line, a son of Mwv. |
Isaac Bekford and iho late Mrs.
Bokford, who died In 1937. He
received his eduncation at Zion
Line public school and enlisted
for active service in June, 1940,
in the Cameron Highlanders, lat-
er transferring fo the Hastings

(Continued on Page 4)

Image 4: Report of death'?

Image 3: Cpl. Stewart Eckford®
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Image 5: Gravestone at Ortono, Italy®

, November 19, 2003

Cobden, Ontario

of Whitewater Region Project

Image 6: Parents’ Gravestone, Zion Line Cemetery’

Container of dirt brings comfort

by CONNIE WHITE
Editor

COBDEN - The dirt in a blue-col-
oured pill bottle sitting beside a picture
on a shelf in her livingroom is more
special to Leah May than all the dirt
in her garden.

It's dirt from her twin brother’s
gravesite in Italy.

And it’s a gift she recently received
from a dear friend.

Looking back through the years, Mrs.
May recalls growing up on the Zion
Line. She had eight brothers, one be-
ing her twin, and one sister, because
another sister died shortly after birth.

“We were a happy family,” she re-
calls, adding, “We didn’t demonstrate
our love for each other, but it was
there.”

On June 28, 1941, when he was 25
years old, Stewart Eckford joined the
army and six months later was shipped

to England.

“He went to England on the same boat
as Harold Johnson,” says Mrs. May. Mr.
Johnson is a Cobden resident.

In July 1943, her brother was sent to
Sicily and then on to Italy.

“He was killed while en route to
Rome, close to Ortona,” she says.

Mr. Eckford enlisted with the Cam-
eron Highlanders of Ottawa, but while
in England was transferred to the Hast-
ings and Prince Edward Regiment.

“He was promoted to Corporal,” she
said.

Mrs. May still remembers the morn-
ing the minister came to the home
bearing bad news.

“He came into the house and asked if I
was alone. I said no, my dad was in the
bam and my sister was upstairs. He said
he had some bad news and I thought my
aunt had died,” she recalls.

See Page 3

Stewart and Leah Eckford (now May) just before he left for the train on his
last leave, Nov. 22, 1941. Mr. Eckford died while fighting in Italy.

Image 7: Article from The Cobden Sun*?
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