WW 11 Enlisted Men & Women Casualties of Whitewater Region

Flight Sergeant Pilot Irwin James Eady

Irwin James Eady, son of Harvey Thomas Eady and Mary Elizabeth ‘Minnie' Bennett,
was born on 1 Apr 1921 in Forester's Falls, Ontario. He was the oldest of 5 children — Irwin,
Archie, George, Beth & Velma.! He had attended Cadet Corp for Signals in Pembroke and listed
the sports - long distance track, pole vaulting, hockey, swimming and softball as his interests.
Following school years, Irwin was engaged in construction and operating diesel equipment.?
Irwin’s father and two uncles served in WWI. Unfortunately, his uncle Sgt. Calvin Eady did not
make it home.!

Irwin enlisted on Nov 4, 1940 at Toronto into #1 Manning Depot, Royal Canadian Air Force.
He wanted to become a pilot. His medical assessment indicated he was 5 10” tall, 140 Ibs. with
™2y brown eyes and light brown hair.

Irwin Eady was stationed or did training in Moncton, London,
Camp Borden, Montreal, Toronto and Halifax. Flt-Sgt Eady

~ became a member of the 402 Squadron, RCAF and was stationed
at RAF Hurn, Dorset, England. Fifteen months after he enlisted,
FIt-Sgt Eady was killed when his plane, a Hurricane Merlin
Bomber, crashed during non-operations, 400 yds from RAF Hurn.
He died of multiple injuries on 23 Feb 1942 in Hurn, Dorset,
England aged 20 years, 11 months? and was buried in Brookwood
Military Cemetery, Surrey, England.®* The Memorial Cross was
sent to his mother.?

Image 2 & 3: Flight Sergeant Irwin Eady®
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Born at Forester's Falls, he re-
ceived his education there and a
Pembiroke. After leaving school
he was employed with his father.
who is a contractor, until enlist-
ing in the RCAF. His father
and two uncles served overseas in
the First Great War, and one
uncle, Sergeant Calvin Eady, was
killed overseas.

Surviving, besides his parents
are

i
£
i

grandmother, ‘
George Bennett and a number of
uncles, aunts and cousins.

Image 4: Newspaper clipping -Obituary’

Image 5: Newspaper clipping — Memorial®
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Image 6 & 7: Initial Marker and Current Gravestone!

Flt-Sgt Eady’s name is also commemorated on this parents’ gravestone®, the WWII Honor
Roll at Trinity United Church, Forester’s Falls®, Pembroke Collegiate WWII Honor Roll*°, and
the Pembroke War Memorial*.

Image 9: Pembroke Collegiate
Institute WWII Honor Roll*®

Image 8: WWII Honor Roll, Trinity United Church?®
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