C35-1104-1

Note: Only the first page of this letter was found, the rest of this letter had previously been
transcribed by Jeannie Estrada, a cousin.

Monday Nov. 4 ‘35

Dear Edgan:
9'mnoiwb¢admomptaljoﬂmmwwmwghma
good. concience which keeph naging ot me 1o get busy while things are
Iresh in muy mind. When 9 it read youn lettors ) think of about Jifty
dilflerent incidents that would be of interest to you and by the time 9 gel
going my mind is 6 big blank. About o year ago Dad was giving me sort
of & nessume of his early days and 9 said, “Whoa Dad let me get that
down 9 belicve 9'lL send an article do the Nebn ity Press just for fum aboul
MM’&WJ-@MWWW%@WWO&
Oloe County Nebr.", 46 9"l copy it for you and perhaps it may help you

ﬂW@W@WWO{%W,@MW@hN%&W
37 years wad bown in Menrvickville Canada on July 9th 1853 of Scolch-
Inish parents Jamesr Grancis and Esther Humpley Grancis. When
eighl years of age - 1861 - we came to Nebraska City by brain as far as St.
Doe and by boat on the Missounri River to Nebn. City. Gun party consirted
of muy sister Mary and busband John Dewis muy brotherns Stuant, Will,
Peten, sister Rackel and Jimmy the baby. My Jather had o couple of
nanches near Denver Colo and had gone on ahead of us to look after these
plamaiq-oni’umeoﬁo. So he wain't with us at this time. We had
MMN&GWWaMMMWmmMWMWM&
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wad bunied in Yuka cometory ot Nebr City. 9t was chout six weoks before
wsy fathen awived ah it took o long time to et the word to him and he
W@WWW%W%N?A}LG%. 9nthe$m£m;oﬁ‘62m
orosted the plains with the Overton Bros. With probably 50 teams of
W--mteam--. WeWaqemdﬂodSt. memmﬂaih%'d
nanch. Then muy Jather and second eldest brother Will went to Montanc
to the gold mines. And muy tuo brathers Peter and. Jimmuy and muysel) (he
doesn't mention Stuart here) came back to Nebr City with Nels Overton in
amme&dwm%m&oocteam 9hue&MNeénw»bi20Wotaqethm
athen on the farm and brsther Deter and 9 Jarmed. one year togethen.
Then 9 worked on the shoe bench Jor twe years. Jn the Spring of 16 my
brother-in-law George Whitahen (sister Rachel's hushand) came out to
@WM&W&@MW@WW'iMM@W%WGAN@L@
dnweoamel:ackta/\'ebfaénthe@aﬂ%ﬁé. 9&%@&%%1,540%%
Stuartin T and in the fall, muy childhood sueetheart, who nocked in the
same cradle with me since oun mothert were fait friends, Rachel Qletchen,
came {o viril her sister Mus. Stuart Grancis (Minnie Mary Glelcher).
We were married Dec. Sth, 1877%&%«%@%&9WWW
and saved enough to start us in the General Mdie business by nairing comn
al .10 (oewu)aw

9 sharted in business with my old partner R. W. W. Jones and we
24 years after we dissolued partnership and ) went out of business in the
Mo{,1917 --WmWWaWmem. 744;0413&)14
lader in the Gall of 1919 9 moved my family comisting of my wile and
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daughion Nita, to Reloit, Kana. and we've lived here for jounteen years.
My health improved and 9 again went back to my old weight of 240 lhs.
So you tee it wasn't wuch o bad move afler all, clthe 'l never go back on
wuy old Nebrasha {priondi and customers. Since 9've been hore, 9've beon
GWWWWW%BM"WQMMWM
m&e&mmmmw&hm& Wlu)tef"mnotwptaihedim&m&mmuh,
Mm%amm,mmud&h?dwwm&m&wiﬂvwe
squares o day and have passed my 80th birthday. Al the present moment
garden and the care of sinteen old hens."

Will by 1o answer some of the questions you arked. I arked Dad
what Uncle Stuart war doing and. why he didn't go back to Nebr. with
them with the oxbwin and he taid Stuarl was oul on the plains
somewhere and he afforwards went to Canada to fimish his schooling. He
said when he came back to Nebr. he was engaged to Mother's sister Sarah
AQletcher, but Sarah in the meanwhile became infatuated with George
had disgraced them because she wain't maried in the good old farhioned
anc@umq,m«tec@wowomte& So when Uncle Stuart came back 1o
Canada and found that another guuy had beat his time, he 1aid “Well,
sk have one of the Mletchen ginls" and Minnie wad the right age 10 they
wene duly manrvied and as you say, Uncle Art was best man and 9 think
Aunt Sue was bridesmaid. Any way, 9've heard mother laugh and tell
chout the "pranks” they played on Anthun. She and Aunt Sue filled bhis
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cvershoes with waler and set them out doons to freege. ) wish, Edgan, you
Anancis and FHelcher familiesr were always close riends, 1o their histories
would have a lol in common. 9maqéneewwem&gweowomai4#
Sherwsod St., Baoc/wi«“a, @nia)ulo, em&amMéww&ymehapmmai
77 Oumand. St., Brockuille, could tell you o lot of interesting things.
Cavrie & Eua's mother was mother's sister Jane and Mildred's mother was
Aunt Suwsie. And Mrs. Mary Reevesr (Mrs. 9. G. Revesr ol 83 6th Si.
Portland, Onegon) could tell gou about Will & Pete Gramcit jamilies. The
gl Aunl Rachel Qrancis Whitlaker rnaised - - Nora Whitlaker - - married
Aunt Mary's son, Johm Lewis, 40 she would probably know a lot about
ﬂmdMa)W. Sh%W&WW&MW@MM.NW@W
Route #3 3345 Salem, Onegon. I you write to these pesple lel me lenow
what you find out, will you - 9 am. intensley interested in all this and
Mhel«pwmwww.”ccm 9WWMPM@WO{,9W
Gmk, @ni., Canada. ’Weu, Moth%m&94pentadumm%én@ma&a
M&MWW%WWMdﬁmm&oﬂmmwh
find Dad's relatives in Canada, but he (Peler) was the ony one we sauw.
We were in Inish Creck o couple days and started one cvening to drive out
bQWﬂMRW&WWWWW@M&@MWWW
and 40 we had to tuwn back. DWMWMWWma coacﬂmoq
noad. 9'm ot sune that 9 spelt that covectly.

But ) war 1o disappointed ol not seeing my Greal Aunt and 9've
always negreltled it. We had dinner with Peter Arancis and wife and twe
litthe ginks. He looked o lot like Uncle Stuart (red hair and lobs of
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freckles) not 46 good looking as Uncle St. Yes, Uncle Stuart was in the
QWMMMWAdmoMMM&MMWh@M&AWMW
went back o Canada. J!ewmwante&taqallack,bwtmﬂmdumw
discontented that he did it to please her. He did a lot with fine racing
horses when he went back to Rrockville and took o ot of priges Dad says.

Must clore now -- More later --
Dosingly,
Nita

P.8. 9 uotice I have an exbra blank sheel 4o will write another little dab.
ma&umj»wtdwmq-- “9nmem6%ummmhumqaiqmst
Vaines that we took cur hay o Denver and 10ld it for $40.00 a ton and
bought {lowr ol $20.00 a sack. I thought that was interesting. Did I tell
you thal ) taught in Wallowa Oregon one semesler and in Miles City
Montana one semester in 1927-28. In 1924 (in the summen) J worked ot
Yellowstone Park from June 15 to Sept 12th. Was o Savage for three
months. I was o pillow puncher and sheet slinger -- in other words --
Lodge Maid. Got $15.00 a month and o $15.00 bonus becaute my work

wad o.ke. Had a wonderful summen. Mel some gorgeous people from all

over the world. Made some wonderful friends. 9 played steel quitar o
help. entertain the viritor. 9 got muy appointment the second summen, but

mother was ill 10 9 couldn't go. Mel some lovely fellows {rom your state in
Jowa. Oune we called Dr. Bugy and Skeet and Jiggr, and Sid our chief,
‘Pack Rat', (porter). I could tell you their names if 9 looked them up, but
we called each other by 'pel’ names, which was a lot more fun. They
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called me "Old aithful" alter Old Aaithful Geyser becaute 9 got ea sick
'l[e”owdiene.ﬁake. 9mw¢m%ha&wmawmzmm&wmch
fun before or since. Nita
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