The Bennett Family In Cana@aerl65 Years: A Story of English Rantd Ross Township Descendants

Chapter Twag The Canadian Immigrants

Overone hundred and sixtfive years ago, the English Bennett immigrants came to
Canada. James Bennett, his wife Jane Gregor and their descendants were pioneers in
Renfrew and Hastings Counties in Ontario and Pontiac Cau@@yebec. It is not the intent
of this volume to follow each of the children in depth, however an outline of each of the
children of James and Jane will be provided. Their eighth child George Bennett will be
covered in greater detail iBhapter Thre@® LG Aa GKS RSoa@SepRl y i a
that are the focus of the remainder of the family history.
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Pic8: James Bennett &
Jane Gregor

James Bennet%l son ofWilliam Bennettand Elizabeth Brewerwas born about 1&.in

St. Merryn, Co. Cornwall, Englasr’]%ﬂlo’lsHe was christened on 14 Jan 1815 at St. Méfryn
Details of his childhood are not known except that he grew up in St. Merryn Parish in a large

family. He worked as a carpenter in Engl&ntames marriedane Giggor(Gregorjllon 12
Aug 1837 in St. Meyn, Co. Cornwall, Englaftgdaughter ofHenry GregoandJane
Jenefer Brenton Jane was borim 1815in St. Merryn, Co. Cornwall, EngIaGr']gdl6 She was
christened on 26 Dec 1815 at St. Merryh At the time of the 1841 Censtfsthey were

living at Waters Cottage, St. Merryn, Cornwall, England. Their first two sons were born in St.

Merryn Parish, Thomas Henry in 1839 and James in 18d@ording to the Bennett Family
History'® written by Minnie (Bennett) Eady and her brotheséph Bennet{children of

George & Fannie Bennett of RGa8p), James at the age of 32 and Jane at the age of 29,
packed up their belongings and with two young bolisomas Henry aged less than three

and James several months pkkt sail for Americi 1842 They left Plymouth Harbotft

and arrived in the United States, settling at Philadelphianfortunately, records of this
passage have not been located by this auth&ccording to the Bennett Histol3their first
daughter Elizabeth was bornhdrey R a4 KS g+ & yAO(l Yyl YSRhisd ¢ KS
author has not found evidence to support this. She is consistently listed as the fifth child in
Canadian Census, born after two bayiso were bornin Canada.Church records for her
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Ross Township cistening also indicated that she was born in Ross Township in 1848.
t SNKI LJA (§KSNB g awhdwasiborh in GSASNd ddceaged tt@ A NI £
of the 1851 Canadian Census.

After about two year¥, James and Jaragain moved on, this time sailing to Canada,

arriving in Montreal. They made their way to Litchfield Township, Pontiac County,
Quebec and settled on a farm. The exact date of arrival there is not cestainould
be sometimebetweenabout 1844and1846. Their thirdand fourthsonswere born in
Litchfield TownshipWilliam was bornn June 188 or 1846andJohn was born in 1846
or 1847.

WEYSa YR WHyYS RARYQO adtle t2y3 Ay [AGOKTA

in Ross Township, Renfrew @by Records indicate that Elizabeth was born in Ross
Township in 1848; Joseph in 1851; and the 1851 Census also puts them in Ross
Township. The next move would take them to their final destination at Concession 7,
Lot 5 Ross Township. The actual datéha relocation is not known, however according
to the Bennett History? son Andrew was born at the new location in September 1855.
James purchased the 136 acres from the Crown on July 17-"188Ws farm is located
just east of the Howard Cemetenaccording to the Bennett Histoly this property was
bush. The land needed to be cleared and a log house and barns built. James certainly
had the opportunity to put his carpenter skillsgood use One wonders how prepared
this family was to take othis rugged land, harsh winter®gging, clearing and
agriculture while raising a large@ungfamily. They came from a land where they were
accustomed to established communities with ready access to goods and services;
attending a church that was cenerpiecein their community for over 500 years; close
contact with family and longstanding neighbours and frieAdeereis nothing to
suggesthat they came from affluent families and the economy in England was
depressed, but one would doubt that the praseis of the new land lived up to their
expectations. We can only imagine the day to day strughlestheseBennett
immigrants and every other early pioneeho venturedto Canad had tooveraome.
Their tenacity to carve out a home and livimgderdifficult circumstances is to be
admired. It is this appreciation and respect that drives this author to keep their memory
alive by documenting our early pioneers.

James & Jane grew up attending the Church of England. However when they settled
in Ross Towship, there was limited access to a church or minister. In the’£851
1861*°, 1871%° 1881,% and 189 Census of Ross Township, their religion is listed as
Church of EnglandTheir children John &lizabeth were christened by the Wesleyan
Methodist minister in 1847, and 1848. He was likely the most accessible atdigy
time. Anglican clergy from Quebec City visited Portage du Fort and other communities
in Pontiac County as early as 18Bawe@SNJ AU 61 Ay QG dzyGAf GKS
resident minister was established.he pattern was similar in Ross and Westmeath
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Townships but in a later timeframe\ Descendant Chart for James and Jane Bennett is
provided on pagéda3.

Children of JameBennett and Jane Griggor were:
I Thomas Henry Bennettvas born in 1839 in Shop, St Merryn, Cornwall, Engtesee p. 14
ii. James Bennetivas born on 4 Jan 1842 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, Engkeelp.

16.
iii. William Bennettwas bornon 22 Jun 1845 or 1846 in Litchfield Twp., Pontiac Co., Quebec

see p. 17.
iv. John Bennettvas born on 18 May 1846 or 1847 in Litchfield Twp., Quelsee p. ®.
v. Elizabeth Jane Bennettas born on 10 Apr 1848 in Ross Twp., Ontagee p. 2.
vi. Joseph Bennettvas born on 16 Sep 1851 in Ross Twp., Onigsige p. 3.
vii. Andrew Bennettwas born on 1 Sep 1855 in Ross Twp., Ontasige p.31.
viii. George Bennetivas born on 14 Sep 1858 in Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontario. George is the

focusof Chapter Three; see p.36.
ix. Mary Ann Bennettwas born in Dec 1862 in Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontaeie p.34.

James Bennett died on 10 Nov 1896 in Ross Twp., Re@tne@ntaric?s’m’%’%aged 81
of Old Agé®. He was buried not far from his home in Howard Cemetery, Fo@sialls,

Ontario”’ Jane Bennettlied almost 2 years later on 23 Oct 1898 in Ross, TRgnfrenCo,
Ontarid®?® aged 83 of Old AGeé She was also buried in Howard Cemetery, For@ster

Falls,Ontari. b2 (S GKS &LISEfAY3I 2F KSNJ Adz2NYFYS & &

Jus. Bennett, one of the i:-r.-{mtf pioncers,
died at his home in Rosayon the  10th, sgeil
84 years. He rettled in the township in
184G. He carved out s comfortable com.

-petence through industry dod economy. He
len:nreu eeven sons and one daughter,

Pic9: Death Notice of James Bennett
Renfrew Mercury, Nov 27 1896

Pic10: Gravestone of James
Bennett and Jane Gregor

= The remainder of this chapter will focus on the children of James
and Jane Griggor with the exception of George Bennett. He and his
family will be the focus o€hapter Three.
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Family of James Bennett and Jane Griggor

| James Bennett |F=—— Jane Gregor I
——

|| Thomas Henry Bennett ]I/

[ JaneJohnston |

|| James Bennett ]I’

[ catherine Robinson |

|| William Bennett ]I’

Frances Elizabeth
Gibbons

|| John Bennett ]l/

Caroline Amanda
Gibbons

[ Ellen Mordy )

I[ Elizabeth Jane Bennett ]I’

[ James Moxam |

|| Joseph Bennett ]I’

[ sarahJane Fraser |

|| Andrew Bennett ]l’

[ Mary A Johnston ||

|| George Bennett ]I’

I[ Fannie Johnston ]|

I[ Mary Ann Bennett ]I’

|| Francis John Moxam ||

Pic11: Descendant Chifor James Bennett and Jane Griggor
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Child No. I Thomas Henry Bennett

.lep,

%&:’ ; )
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Pic 2: Thomas Henry Bennett Pic B: Jane Johnston

Thomas Henry Bennetwas born in 1839 in Shop, St Merryn, Cornwall, Engjléhkda.
was christened on 27 Oct 1839 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, Enlglmhdmasat age
32, marriedJane Johnstomged18,on 26 Dec 1872 in Ross Twp., Renftzy Ontario>>"*°
She was thelaughter ofJohn Johnstorand Mary Brownandwas born on 13 May 1856 in
Ross Twp., RenfreQ\‘/o.,Ontario,3 ® ! THs Bennett family farmed in Ross Townshiphey
are listed as Methodist in the 18#%IRoss Township Census.

Thomas Henry died on 22 AL§97 in Ross Twp., Onta3’r2|<aged 58, and was buried in
Howard Cemetery, Forest@rFalls, Ontarfd. Jane continued to live with her son on the
family farm for a number of years prior to moving to Cobden, residing on MeadBw Ste

died on 2 Aug 193ih Cobden, Ontar|303’34aged 80, and was buried howard Cemetery,
Foreste® Falls, Ontarié’
Children of Thomas Henry and Jdennett
i. James Robert Bennettas born on 9 Nov 1873 in Ross Twp., Ontarible never married
anddied on 6 Jan 1947 in Pembroke, Renf@w,0Ontaric® aged 73and was buried in
Howard Cemetery Forest@rFalls, Ontari®’

ii.  John Henry Bennetivas born on 17 Jul 1876 in Ross Twp., On?gtddlad on 11 Aug 1878

in Ross Twp., Ontar?i%aged 2, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, For&steaills,
Ontario?’
iii.  Jane Griggor Bennettias born on 14 May 1879 in Ross Twp., Onfgrtiihed on 7 Sep
1958at 6 George St. SSmith's Falls, Lanao. Ontaric® aged 79, and was buried on 10
Sep 1958 in Cobden Union Cemetery, Cobden, Ontldiane marriedMalcolm Blair
Morrison, son ofMalcolm MorrisonandMary Blair,on 19 Jun 1900ih i v dzZSSy Qa [ Ay S
Methodist ChurchRoss Twp., Ontar.i‘g) Malcolm was born 020 Feb 1872 in Ross Twp.,

Ontariofll died on 8 Jan 1950 in Cobden, Onté%:ged 77, and was buried in Cobden
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Union Cemetery, Cobde®ntaria They had two childrerEsther 'Essie’ MargMrs.
Harold Laidlavy of CobderandJennie ElizabetiiMrs. William Boyle) of Cobden.
Descendants of Thomas Henry & Jane Bennettide the following surnames: Boyle,
Cameron, Drynan, Laidlaw, Morrison, Rollins, Ry2escendantelen Armstrong nee

Laidlaw has been a faithful contributor to the Bennett collection of pictures and newspaper

clippings over the years. Of national renown, Sheryl Bogea Canadian Olympian in the

1992 and 199®lympicsA Y 62 Y SyhQ &

| DEATH OF THOMAS I BENNETT,
Truly, the Scriptural adage, “In the
midst of life we ave in death,” i3 no ex-
pression of mers fiction.  Its truthfulness
is being constantly exemplified in every
eonmunity, and the Towuship of Ross is
e exception to the rale. Tt continues
to add its quota to the great majority of
those who have reachod tho other shora.
Only on Thursday Jast Mr Thos, H. Ben-
uett, of {Jueon’s Line, Ross, was working
at his harvest in his usual good healsh,
when all of a sudden he became i, he
way hastily conveyed to his residence,
and a messenger was despatched ta Cob-
"den for a Doctor, He rallicd from that
Lattack and eat a hiearty supper thet even-
ing with his family consistingof a wife
oneson’and ons daughter., Subsequent.
v e wry reized with ful%;l\br attack _and
hzrndun,lly sank until death relioved  his)
sufferings on Sunduey morning aboub three
o’elock. Brain disease had acconplished
|1bs fatal migsion, Decensad, together
,with his father and one brother emigrat-
‘od from England to the Township of
| Roes abunt fifty years ago, and was at
ithe timo of his death in his G8th year,
*The feneral took place from his late resi-
‘dence on Monday afterncon last to the
Methodist cemetery at. Forester’s Falls,
and notwithstanding the very busy time,
over sixly vehicles were in attendance,
Rev. Dr. Lurtour of Cobden and Rev.
M. I M. Blukely of Forester's Fall were
the ofticisting eclergymen, Tho family
who arve left to mourn his sudden trans-
lation have the heartfelt sympathy of the
comimuity.
When our serrows seem the dcepust,: ‘
And onr tuars unbiddon flow ; -
¥et there's hope ngain of meetin,

Over on the goldon shore. d

Pic14: Obituary of Thomas H.
Bennett

1F&er
~~DEATHS

’ . -!Dhe\—funa'al wu.r hald o ﬁh«uﬁdlﬁ?ﬂ
MRS, T. H. BEXNETT “August 4th, from her lnte residenca.

Another link with the past  was; to firace United Church, where ser-

broken on Sunday, August 2od, InT vice was eonducted by Rev, Geo.
the passing of Mrs Thue H. Bem-0'Rolbinson, of Landsr, Man, an -old}
nett al her hame wo Meadow street. fujend, who, after an  absemce of |

Mrs, Bennott wps in her 81st year, | thirty yoars called to see her in her
In badifferont Lealth for some t'me*| last hours of life, He wis pssisted
it wononly on July Lsb shas hev By p o poy "0 6w Convers of St An-
ness 20ally became serious. drew's  Presbybterian  Chureh, The

rooTe vears aEn im Hoss . s
I?nm.ﬂghtj IF ¥ ter's Falls, she DVLLE SEIRE during the mervice were .
townghip, near Forester's R e T
Sale in the arma of Jesus, Abl.ebp|

was the second duughter of the late’ " _
John Johnelon amd hie  wife Mory) T Jesus” and Bweet Hour of P"'J.""l

Brown who were Trom Ireland. e Salos were wung ot the requess
On Dee. Zhth, 1874 her marriage. of the departed hy Mrs”

took place to the late Thos H. Ben- CBwen, and  Mr.  (Geo.

nett. ‘To them were horn three (.hlI-- Queen's Line.

fren, Jas, £ Rennert, John Deory |l The»chureh wws filled with sar-

Bennett {who died in wfaney} and l'm{'illg velatives and [riends and a'

Tawrie M-
Raberts  of |

Jane G, (Mre. Bl DB 'jl'l“”i""”‘"") lengthy _cortage followed the re-
Thay lved Tur & “'1;31'}1“ (:1_ ;;4.‘6115 Ml mains ko it last resting  place ]n]-
X 3 L Deorge N . :
;he fatltm 1:::: Ur:c:.ring'y 1.uI Queuf's Torestor's Falle Cometery,
ennel - . . X .
. - v retay Mesers,
MLine wiwee they  lived for  many The pall  learecs  were EREPE

Jna, Tveton, Val, OHara, Thos. Lose, |
Frank Sullivan, Walter Stitt ond
John Cochyane, all of Cobden,

iyears. Her husband, the late Thes.,
;H. Hennctt, died suddenly on Aug-’
‘gt 22nd, 1297, For about tweniy-five

years fallewing his death she =nd, Floral affeiiags were numerous aild!
her som, gas. B, fennett,  continued | inctuded, Pillow, the fumily; Sproye,
te opovate the farm, finally  eelling § Mr. Gea. Tripp and Mr. Jack Pow-
the home 1o a nephew, Mr, Jas. A, Fers, and Mr and Mrs Laidlew amd
i Bennett, They then moved to Cobden f {family.

el purchased their home on Mea-
dow street, |
} Of a Lind and feving «isposilion:
y Mra. Bennett endeured hersell to all
ywhn khew her ang her wany acts of
Wimdness ung belp will e Tomem-
hered by many, She was o member!
lol COrace United Chureh, Cobxden. ;
Of the surviving relatives, homidesi
her children, there vemain two sis-'
|tars, numely (Mary) Mrs, Andrew’
';chnet.t and {Fanny} Mre Geo, Ban-
inett, hoth of Forester’s Falle; three
[brothera and one siscer predecensed
hm, being Samuel of Cobden, John of-

11'01'e3t&1 s Fully, Robert of Beach-
|burg Boud and (Ann) Mrs, E. M.
Moxam, of Winnipeg, Two granl

children, (Essie} Mps, W. .. Laid-
‘law, aof Almonte and (Jemiie) Mra.
L Wm., Boyle of OCobden; six great

gmmtc-hi]dlen anrl & zmmber' of

ortheastern Ontario Gravemarker Gallery

Pic 16: Gravestone of
Thomas Henry & Jane Bennett

A

Pic 15: Obltuary of Jane Bennett



The Bennett Family In Cana@aerl65 Years: A Story of English Raotd Ross Township Descendants

Child No2 ¢ James Bennett

James Bennettvas born on 4 Jan 1842 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, Enlg]Tand.
*! He was christened on 13 Feb 1842 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, E%]lglanmbs

. . . . 42.
aged 26marriedCatherine Robinsomaged 24on 14 Oct 1869 in Ross Twp., Ontario,
daughter ofJames RobinsoandMary Margaret Good Cathering known as Kateyas born
on 24 Jun 1845 in Marlborough, Carle®®n, Ontaria® This Bennett family farmed iRoss
¢C26YAKAL dzyGAf GKS TINXY 61 & “‘lamheRand RateWerer S48 Q 6
living in Westmeath Township at the time of the | The death of My, James Bennett
. 4 Lnecurred on Saturday last at  the
1911 Canadian Censtfs. home %f his son, Mr, Geo. D, Ben-
. ott, Town TLine. TDeeceased had
Kate died on 15 Nov 1913 at Lot j; Con 6 EM ':‘mch(‘f'i the advanced age of 81 years,
; He @8 survived by une son, George D.
WestAmeath Twp., Renfre@o: (?ntarlo aged 68. and_two brothers, George and An-
{KS 61 a4 0d2NASR Ay | 2¢ HNR HisSVSyphSNESher@xeNE &4 0 S NI
.27 . ringe wias Katherine Robinson, pre-
Falls, Ontarié’ James die® years laterof Old decensed him some years. The fun-
eral was held to the IToward ceme-

Ageon 28 Oct 1922 in Ross Twp., Ontario at the| ...

home of his smGeorgeDavidf16 aged 80 Hewas o319 i B
alsod dZNA SR Ay | 261 NR / SY $id13: \iBalh No@2oNZnds BeSndiD &  C | £ f
Ontaria®’ Unfortunately, a photographic image of this couple has not been located.
James and Kate had one son:
1 George David Bennetvas born on 12 May 1870 in

Ross Twp., Ontari‘lg,died on 15 Jun 1929 in

Westmeath Twp., Renfrew, Ontaﬁcaged 59, and wa e
0dzNASR Ay 1261 NR / SYS(°8
He marriedMary Ellen Kennyn 24 Dec 1895 in
Westmeath Twp., Ontari?)g,daughter ofJohn Kenny
Sr.andJane LafleurMaryEllenwas born on 29 Dec

1876 in Westmeath Twp., Ontar?%died on 15 Jul
1950 in Westmeath Twp., Ontarfaaged 73, and was
0dzNASR Ay 126 NR / SYSiEs
They had nine childrertharles Edwin, Thomas Henry
Mary Christena¢ S y{Mr& William Robinson,
Margaret Irene(Mrs. GeorgeRobinson), John James,
Pearl DeliliaMrs. Henry GordorCondi€, Baby,
StephenandMildred Elizabeth(Mrs. Osborne
Richardsoi.

Descendants of Jamesksate Bennett include the following

surnames: Condie, Davidson, Dougherty, Powers,

Richardson, Robinson, Severin and Splaine. Pic 18: Gravestone of
James & Catherine Bennett
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Child No. & William Bennett

William Bennettwas born on 22 Jun 1845 or 1846 in Litchfield Twp., Pontiac Co.,
Quebec?®*® Williamtook up the trade of shoemaket>*andat about 23 years of age,
married Frances Elizabeth Gibbomaged 24 on 18 May 187 St. George's Anglican
Church, Portage Du Fort, Pontig@o, Quebed®. She was thdaughter ofThomas William
Gibbonsand SarahJane Normarof Portage du FortFrances was born on 20 Feb 1846 in
New York State, SA.°***William was the only
child of James & Jane Bennett who returned to
Quebedo live, residing in Portage du Fort :
William died on 6 Feb 1907, aged 60Piortage
Du Fort, Quebeé*® and was buried in the :
Protestant Cemetery, Portage Du Fort, QueBedt
Francedied 7 years lateon 11 Sep 1914 in

NA&alG2f Qa [/ 2Ny SNE%ndt 2]
was buried in the Protestant Cemetery, Portage
Du Fort, Quebe®. Baptisms of the children :
were conducted by clergy from the Church of
England and th&VesleyarVethodist Church. :
Unfortunately a photographic image of William §
and Frances has not been located.

Pic B: Gravestone of William & FrancBgnnett

William & Francebad six children:

i. Frances Eliza Jane Benngtas born on 6 Mar 1871 in Portage Du Fort, Quéheked on 6
Sep 1871 in Portage Du Fort, QueBaged 6 monthsand wasuried inthe Protestant
Cemetery,Portage DuFort, Quebe??.

ii. Lottie Laura Bennettvas born on 17 Apr 1872 in Portage Du Fort, Qu&bdied on 24 Aug
1872 in Portage Du Fort, Queﬁéiged 4 monthsand was buried ithe Protestant
CemeteryPortage DuFort, Quebeéf3

iii. Walter William Bennettwas born on 12 Apr 1874 in Portage Du Fort, QuED&® died on
22 Oct 1949 in Shawville, Queﬁﬁ’faged 75 yearaand was buried ithe Protestant
CemeteryPortage Du Fort, Queb&t.He marriecElizabeth Dupui®n 30 Jun 1897 in Haley
Station, Ontaric?® daughter ofPeter DupuisandJulia PreshanElizabeth was born on 16
Apr 1872 in Thurso, Queb&t>"*8died in 1954 in Portage Du Fort, Que¥emed 82, and
was buried in the Protstant Cemetery, Portage Du Fort, QueB&Ehey had seven
children:Wilbert Ernest, Harvey Emerson, Floren@drs. FredGroombridgg, William
Arthur, Hazel France@Mrs. JamedValette), Mary AliceandHerbert FranklinBennett

iv. Harold Arthur Bennettwas born on 6 Oct 1880 in Portage Du Fort, Qu?bdhed in Jan
1948 in Ottawa, Carleto@8o.,0Ontaric*® aged 67 yearsand was buried ithe Protestant
CemeteryPortage DuFort, Quebec?

v. Edna Jane Bennettas born on 3 Jul 1884 in Portage DutFQuebec***and died on 18
May 1964”aged 79 yearsShe marriedlohn August Ellis Cowleyn 27 Jan 1909 in Portage



The Bennett Family In Cana@aerl65 Years: A Story of English Rautd Ross Township Descendants

Du Fort, Quebe® son ofMailes CowleyandElizabeth Russell Eatodohn was born on 23
Jul 1882 in Bristol Twp., Ponti@o, Quebe® and died on 24 Jul 197%ged 97. They had
five children:Dorothy (Mrs. RossNodwell), Daniel Keyworth, William M, Robert Henry
andFrank Clarksoi©Cowley,

vi. Norman James Bennettas born on 28 Aug 1885 in Portage Du Fort, Québeied on13
Sep1885 in Portage Du Fort, QueBeaged 2 weeksand was buried ithe Protestant
CemeteryPortage Du ForQuebec?

Descendants of William & Frances Bennett include the following surnabosgdey,

Groombridge, Laird, Malette, McDougaff national renown, Bill Cowleyas a NHL Boston
Bruins player from 193%947. Hewon the Stanley Cup in 1938 1941.
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Child No. & John Bennett

John Bennettwas born on 18 May 1846 in Litchfield Twp., Pontiac Co., Qlfé’glec
CdZNIIKSNJ NB&aSFNOK A& NBIdZANBR (G2 O2yFTANXY KAa
0 A NIi KR (i Sifthdat@isiconigtantly sted as June 1846 which woulike it
impossible for John to be born in May 1846. John could not have been born May 1847 as

he wasbaptizedon 12 Apr 1847 in Westmeath Twp., Ontafidohn was a shoemaker by
trade, similar to his brother Williamte is listedas g Mondsy la:t, Fob o 14th ¥ here

e
residing inRoss Township in the Census until the psssed away st his home In Furestar's

time of the 1901 Census when he is living in Falls. one of the oldest and '“°"'r"

A x oA o . spected residents’ ‘ol the comm mty in
CzNbBausNDa Clttad the person of Mr John Benuett, y;;

JohnmarriedEllen Mordy~ before Oct 1869 ~ Benmnett had been ill °n‘! s week and

- . the end cameVwith - rtll’k#n |ty
(her death date) buthe actual marriage date is not The fuaersi wes held on B“u&q. Y after-

known. She was the daughter dbseph Mordyand gpogn st bis late home at 2 p.m., the
Hannah Metcalfof Ross TownshipEllen was born  servies being conducted by Rev, W, H.

3 Prior, assisted by Rev. Rural Desn
on 24 Mar 1846 in Ross Twp., Ontdfi6® Ellen Flotchor of Co A largs consoures

died on 29 Oct 1869 in Ross Twp., OntGasraged of friends apd nlntivol were present to
23, and was buried ithe Ross Presbyterian pey their last tribute of respect to one

. 27 who was generally and kighly esteemed
CemeteryRossTwp., .Ontarlcf.. . and s long procession of vehicles
Johnnext marriedCaroline Amanda Gibbong fellowed the deosased ta his last resting

two years laterpn 8 Nov 1871 in Portage Du Fort, | plece,
Quebece?4 He was abouR5and she wad8 years Pic 20: Obituary of John Bennett
of age 'Carolirle was the daughtgr dhomas YViIIiam GibbonapdSarah Jang l}lormaof
t 2Nl 3S Rdz C2NIU X | YR €2 dzy arbliheawhssbansdwJl2Nby 2 A f £ A
1853 in Portage Du Fort, Quebgelc
Johndied on 14 Feb 1912 in Forester's Falls, On?séaiged 65, and was buried in
Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, Ont&fioCaroline died ningearslater on 9 Jun 1921
in RossTwp., Ontario’ aged 67, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls,

Ontario?’ Unfortunately a photographic image of John and Caroline has not been located.

Tragically, John and Carolilest two children a day apart due to consumption.
Johnand Caroline had ten children:

i. Sarah Jane Bennettas born on 16 Jun 1872 in Ross Twp., Ontdfiand died on 18 Nov

1891 in Forester's Falls, Onta&fid®at AMr Juhn Bennett, of Forester's Fulls, los

his 19 year ol dasglhiter Sarah, on the 15t

- ag_e_ 19 years. wle., amd his two-yvear-ald son Harolil, oo

ii. William Henry Bennetwvas bornon 28 the 14th.  The rwa were buried together ot
Mar 1874 in Ross Twp., Ontafic®died ~J'tidey, the 20th.

on 1 Mar 1958&ged 83n Cobden, Ontarid] Pic 21: Death Notice of Sarah and Harold Bennett
and was buried ifRoss Presbyterian CemeteRossTwp., Ontarid” He marriedJamesena
CatherineMcLarenon 16 Dec 1903 in Ross Twp., Ontritamesena was born on 27 Aug
1871 in Ross Twp., Ontarbdied in 1958 in Ross Twp., Ontéfiaged 87, and was buried
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in Ross Presbyterian Cemetery, Ross Twp., Orftaiaughter oflames McLareand Mary
Carmichael They had one daughteAnnie Mary Sinclai{Mrs. GordonTripp).

ii. John Emerson Bennettas born on 2 May 1876 in Forester's Falls, Ontaritdied in Jan
1958 in Cobden, Ontarfibaged 81 yearsind was buried it€obden Union Cemetery,
Cobden, Ontarié’ He marriedMary Elizabeth Greeninglaughter of James Greeningnd
Ann Randallpn 3 Jun 1908 in Shawville, Pont2e, Quebed>*"*Mary was born on 2 May
1877 in Weymouth, , Co. Dorset, Engldndied on 8Jan 1957 in Cobden, Ontafiaged
79, and was buried iBobden Union CemetengGdden, Ontarid®’ They had four children:
Verna Mae GertrudéMrs. LelandJohnston, Harold Emerson Randall, Clarence Lloyd John
andErnest James WellingtoBennett

iv. Mary Frances Bennetvas born on 2 Sep 1878 in Ross Twp., Onftaaind diedbetween
1881-1891.

v. George Edwin Bennetwvas born on 27 May 1881 in Renfrew County, Ontario and died as an
infant.

vi. Clara Edith Bennetivas born on 20 Mar 1884 in Ross Twp., Ont&Fritied in 1960 in
Brockville, Grenville Co., Ontaaged 74and was buried in Oakland Anglican Cemetery,
Brockville, Ontario.Clara marriedrrederick Loveseyson ofJohn Lovesepand Annie
Mondo, on 31 Aug 1914 in Forester's Falls, Ontatierederick was born on 6 Dec 1889 in
Wales® died in 1956 in Brockville, Ontaffaged 67, and was buried in Oakland Anglican
Cemetery, Brockville, Ontario. They had seven childReginald Keith, ThelmahBodoris
(Mrs. GardnemMorrison), John Albert, Harry Wilfred, Frederick Harold, Norma Amanda
(Mrs. ArleeMiller) andHerbert OswaldLovesey

vii. Norman Edgar Bennetvas born on 16 Sep 1886 in Ross Twp., Onfadizd on 25 Jul
1947° aged 55and was buried ifRoss Presbyterian CemeteRoss Twp., Ontarfd.
Norman marriedVlary E Carmichael Fergusqmaughter ofRobert Carmichael Ferguson
andChristina McLarenon 26 Apr 1916 in Ross Twp., OntafiMary was born on 24 Apr
1890 in Ross Twpntario® died on 27 Mar 1920 in Ottawa, Ontafi@ged 29, and was
buried inRoss Presbyterian CemeteRgssTwp., Ontarid’ They had two childrerRobert
Edwinand Christopher MacGregor Bennett
Norman next marriedHughena Pricedaughter ofCharles Pricand Deborah Lewispn 25
May 1921 in Holiness Movement Parsonage, Cob@®aario® Hughena was born on 24
Mar 1901 in Warren, Ontarif,died on 27 Apr 1985 in Pembroke, Ontdtiaged 84, and
was buried in Cobden Union Cemetery, Cobden, Onfario.

viii. Harold Wellington Bennettvas born on 9 May 1890 in Ross Twp., Ontaritand died on
19 Nov 1891 in Forester's Falls, Ont¥f§ aged 1.5 years.

ix. Emily Laura Bennetivas born on 3 Sep 1893 Renfrew Co., Ontarif,died on 15 Dec 1970
in Ottawa, Ontari® aged 77and was buried itdoward CemeteryForester'sFalls,
Ontario?’

X. Wilfred James Bennetivas born on 20 Aug 1895 in Forester's Falls, Onfadied on 8
May 1977° aged 81and was buried iBeachburg Union Cemetef§gachburg, Ontarié’
Wilfred marriedMabel Elizabeth Pricedaughter ofCharles Pricand Deborah Lewissister
of Hughena Priceon 1 Oct 1915 in Cobden, Ontaffaviabel was born on 7 Jun 1897 in
Warren, Ontarid’died on 7 May 1989 aged 84, and was buried in Beachburg Union



The Bennett Family In Cana@aerl65 Years: A Story of English Rautd Ross Township Descendants

Cemetery, Beachburg, OntafitThey had three childrerGordon John, Errol EllafBennett
andMerrill Doris AgnegMrs. Daniel Jame$Vallace.

A letter received by the Ross Township Bennett family follows. It was found in the Bible
of John Bennett and Caroline Amanda Gibbons. Part of the letter is missing. During
transcription, attempts were made to maintain the spacing, spelling and punctuas
written. The letter is presently in the possession of Merrill Wallace.

St. Merryn
Padstow

Cornwall

March 12t 1866

My dear Nephew,
| have received your
welcome letter.

| went to Wadebridge to see
the lawyer about the money
left by my Uncle. The lawyer
says you must write to let
him know at what Post Office
in America it would be most
convenient for you to get the
order. If you write me again
| will do the business and

Unfortunately we do/ 2 {

(secondpage)
have the Order forwarded to
you immediately.

| am sorry to have to inform
you of the death of sister Mary.
She died about 12 months
since of dropsy after a long
illness. She left 5 children who
are all in good health.
Wm Bennett your gmdfather
is also dead, he died about a
month since and had been
a bedlier for some time. Luke
Bennett of Towan is also dead.
Our families | am thankful
to say are all growing away.
My eldest son is learning the

GKS | dzi K2NJ 6dzi ¢ 2dz R & dzNY

father, James Bennett. It would appear that there was a money transfer related to an

estate.2 S f 42 R2
Bennett your grandf 1 K SNJ A &

sons, perhaps John.
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A letter was written by John Bennett, son of James and Jane Bennett, to an Uncle in
England. During transcription, attempts were made to keep the spacietiingpand
punctuation as written. The letter was never finished or mailed. It is presently in the
possession of Merrill Wallace.

Foresters Falls Juli{f 1896 next he is working farm work
Dear uncle Just now he is a shoemaker by
it is with pleasure that | now trade he has three of a family
answer your kind and welcome two boys and one girl Elizabeth Jane
letter that | received from you is my only sister she is married
and was glad to here that yous to a farmer and very well to do
are well as it leaves me and and has ten of a family six bey
family at present we have six and four girls Joseph, Andrew
of a family four boys and two and George is all farming

girls I am working at the shoe
makingliving in the village
trade very dull at present

as for father and Mother they
are both living yet but very
feeble Mother is still confined
to her bed and no hopes of
getting better

(page two, second column)

George is on the homestead he
supports father and mother and
they are very well off, as for
farming here we have all kinds

of machienery Steam thrashing Mills
and Self Buinders and so on this
has been a very dry season with

(page twocolumn ong us here the hay crop is very
Thomas Henry is my eldest Brother light this year the grain crop

heis a farmer of one hundred is promising Good times is

acres and well situated he has two dull just now every kind of

of a family one boy and girl Produce is cheap now wheat sells
James is the next oldest he is at 10 cts per bushel butter is 13 cts
also a farmer he has one hundred per Ibs cheese 8 cts beefe is very
an fifty acres of land and is low

very well off he has one boy
of family and married
anddoing well William is

This short letter isminteresting snapshot of the Bennett famftpm the perspective of
one of its members.We do not knowthe intendeduncleto whomJohn was writing but
the date is about 54 years aftev2 Ky Qa LJ NByda OFYS G2 /I YylIRIF®
any of his siblings never met the relatives in tHelf NBhgrieinul.
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Pic22: Gravestone of John & Caroline Bennett

Descendants of John @aroline Bennett include the following surnames: Davidson,
Brooks, Campbell, Gibeault, Ginter, Herbison, Lovesey, Morrison, Tripp, Wallace.
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Child No. & Elizabeth Jane Bennett

Elizabeth Jane Bennettvas born on 10 Apr 1848

88,89,9091,92 .
in Ross Twp., Ontario, andwas christened on

1 May 1848 in Wesleyan Meatdist, Ross Twp.,
Ontaria®%As earliementioned the records
regarding Elizabetimdicates thather place of birth
was Ontario. At the age df6, shemarriedJames
Moxamaged28, on 1 Jan 1865 iRorester's Falls,
Ontario,93 son ofWilliam Moxamand Susannah
Herton. James was born on 10 Jul 1836 in Quebec C
Quebec™ %" W1 Y BtheRdied when he was a
child and his mother remarried to John McChesney.
James is found with this family 1851 Census for
WestmeathTownship?

James and Elizabetarmed at Maynooth, Pic 23: Elizabeth Jane Moxam (nee Bennett)
MonteagleTwp., Hastings C®ntaria He died on 16 Mar 1902 in Maynooth, Ontario
aged 65, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, ORt&fedied 16
years lateron 31 May 1918 in Bancroft, Hastings Co., Ontgasf?gaged 70, and walsuried in
Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontatidnterestingly, some of theichildren
continued to live at Maynooth, some moved to Ross and Westmeath Tovawshgre

aunts and uncles still resided, and others lived in the Sudbury area.
Elizabeth and James Moxdrad 11 children:

i. Sarah Ann Moxamvas born on 3 Jun 1866 in Ross Twp., Ont&ritS; **died on 30 Jan 1949
in Graphite, Hastings Co., Ontarify aged 82and was buried ilcmmanuel United
Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontari.Sarah marriedRobert William Besbn 22 Aug 1884 in
Maynooth, Ontario'®* son ofJohn Besand Mary Ann CollinsRobert was born on 7 Feb
1856 in Madoc, Hasting3o.,0ntario”*%?died on 31 Jan 1938 in Graphite, Ontdfiaged
81, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Mayndbtfnario.97 They lived in
Monteagle Twp., Hastings County and had seven childdany Janeg(Mrs. JamesMinnie),
Elizabeth(Mrs. Bidwell Baragay, John, James Bennett, Robert William, Joseph Chaates
Sarah Ann(Mrs. JosephMusclow).

ii. JamesBennett Moxamwas born on 13 Jan 1868 in Forester's Falls, Renfrew, Ofitatio,
died on 8 Jan 1949 Walden Ontarig® aged 80and was buried in Park Lawn Cemetery,
Sudbury,Ontario.lO3Jamesmarried Hester Ann Granon 16 Jun 1891 in Wicklovwwp,
Hastings Co., Ontari§’ daughter ofJonas Granand Maria Weis Hester was born on 9
Mar 1873 in Abinger, Lennox & AddingtGn, Ontariol® died on 21 Aug 1941 in Sudbury,
Ontaric®® aged 68, and walsuried in Park Lawn Cemetery, Sudbury, Ontd#id@hey lived in
Walden, Ontario near Sudbury and had 15 childMaud Matilda, Ella Maria, Marshall
Wesley, William Jonas, Harold Emerson, James Lawrence, Frank Ernest, Herbert Melvyn,
Harry Leid, Gordon Cleveland, Elizabeth Mékjrs. HenryLloyd), Bennett Weis, Russell
Ashley, Violet Heste(Mrs. ThomadVioulton) andSarah lona Haz€Mrs. Chrstopher
Frant?.
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iii. Mary Jane Moxanwas born on 1 Jan 1870 in ' MRS. JAMES MOXAM.

Westmeath Twp., Ontari® died on 3 Aug 1964 in The death occurred in the late
hours of May 31st, at her son’s resi-

Beachburg, Ontarfd'®’aged 94and was buried in gence in Bancroft, of Mrs. James

i .27 Moxam. The remains were taken to
Beachburg Union Cemete§eachburg, Ontari® her home in Maynooth on June lst,

Mary marriedJohn B. Johnstoon 17 Jun 1891 in and were buried on June 3rd, the
services taking place at the church|

Monteagle Twp., Ontari&?’ son ofJohn Johnston at # o'clock, Kev. Mr. Craig of Ban-|

. eroft officlating. Mrs. Moxam's
andMary Brown John was born on 3 Jun 1860 in taalden name was Miss Elizabeth

Ross Twp., OntariQd;ZZdied on 3 [@c 1898 in Rennett, and her four brothers are
at present living in this community—

Renfrew Co., Ontarféaged 38, and was buried in Messrs. George and Andrew Bennett

. . Cores ‘alls, James of Town
Beachburg Union Cemetery, Beachburg, Ont?ino.i‘m[e°;f:“°5’;8§3,"”0t Qusan's’ . Laie:

A A - x N survived by six sons and four
¢ KNBS 27 WgAay, Janedd Fankyd G BN survived by siz B0 o0 oo

A A ~ L d 3 ] . R
GSNE YINNASR 02 al NE WS avill a1 BasS:ND dohng NR 0 K S NJ
and Robert and Mrs. Robert Best of

They had four childrerBarah Ann 'Sadig¢Mrs. Maynooth, and Tom, Mm'd E\llms
i i Curry, Mrs. Robt. Curry and Mrs.

W-m Jamelelson), Mary (Mrs. HughW|Ison), Andrew Pettigrew of Foresters Falls.
Elizabeth(Mrs. RoyStephenMoore) andJohn Her husband predeceased her sixteen
h years. The deceased, who was 1
Johnston years of age, will be missed very

. G A % g much by friends und nelghbors, a3
C2ftft 20Ay 3, WeykyraedEliaR Surry K she always resided at Maynooth, The

on 24 Jan 1900 in Westmeath Twp., Ontaffson  funeral was largely attended. The
of George Curnand Catherine MathiesonElias — Seeing ,.?{ﬂm?ﬂ,’fhﬁrﬁ({ 1:2%:/?:_
was born oril4 Sep 1859 in Pembroke Twp., ment.

Ontario*® was christened on 8 May 1860 in Pic 24: Obituary of Elizabeth Moxam
Westmeath Twp., Ontarit! died on 13 Sep 1928 in Ross Twp., Ont4raged 68, and was
buried in Cobden Union Cemetery,i@ien, Ontaric®’

iv. William Dwire Moxamwas born on 22 Jan 1872 in Westmeath Twp., Onf8rib'**died on
4 Dec 1940 in Bancroft, Onta??caged 68and was buried imillcrest Brethren Cemetery,
Bancroft, Ontain.®” William marriedMary ElizabethJardineon 4 Jul 1900 in Ross Twp.,
Ontario}**daughter ofJohn JardinendEllen Kerr Mary was born on 10 Aug 1875 in Ross
Twp., Ontario**died in 1961 in Bancroft, Ontafftaged 86, and was buried in Hillcrest
Brethren Cemetery Bancroft, Ontar%‘.l’hey had six childrefEric Herton, Gerald Leslie,
Baby, John Jardine, Esther Isabdlrs. ReginaldVigging andJames Douglasloxam.

v. John Wesley Moxarwas born on 1 Jun 1874 in Westmeath Twp., Ontdriddied on 6 Sep
1960 in Toronto, Yor€o, Ontario® aged 86and was buried in Emmanuel United
Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontari¥.John marriedrena Elizabeth Twan 7 Mar 1900 in
Maynooth, Ontarid"daughter ofRobert George TwandJohanna KeluskyTena was born
on 10 Jun 1879 in Monteagle Twp.,t@no,*>**died on 13 May 1907 in Monteagle Twp.,
Ontaric®® aged 27, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.
They had three childrerEthel Mary(Mrs. LeonardYorK), Edna Pear(Mrs. DonaldWeeks
andWilliam Dwire.

John next marrietary Ann EWilcoxon 24 Mar 1910 in Monteagle Twp., Ontat,
daughter ofMatthew WilcoxandMary Jane KeringhamMary was born on 19 Apr 1883 in
Monteagle Twp., Ontario, died on 21 Dec 1936 in Moxam Homestead, Maynooth, Shtario
aged53, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Onitafieey had

seven childrenGeorge Arnold, Myrtle AlmirgMrs. Clarence Charlasrugel, Elizabeth
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Jane(Mrs. David LloydRitchie), Matthew Henry, James, Sarah Alfiirs. Douglas
McConnelj and Archibald ElwoodMoxam.

Andrew Herton Moxamwas born on 11 Apr 1876 in Westmeath Twp., Ontafiand died
on 27 Jan 1877 in Westmeath Twp., Ontdfiaged 9 months.

George Albert Moxanwas born on 5 Dec 1880 in Westmeath Twp., OntHridied on 11
Jun 1951 in Sudbury, Ontati@ged 70and was buried ifPark Lawn Cemetery, Sudbury,
Ontario®® George marriedennie Jardin®n 4 Jul 1906 in Ross Twp., Ontaffajaughter

of John JardinendEllen Kerr Jennie was born on 24 Jun 188Riwss Twp., Ontarig’

died on 18 Aug 1953 in Sudbury, Ont&tmged 70, and was buried in Park Lawn Cemetery,
Sudbury, Ontarid® They had 11 childredohn Herton, Mary Elizabeth (Mami¢Mrs.

David EarWilson), Herbert Bordon, George Finlay, Kenneth Clarence, Thomas Henry, Ellen
Minerva (Mrs. EdgarLaframboisg, Jardine Edward, Elmer William, Andrew Janzesl
Adeline Evelyr(Mrs. Albert Neufeld).

Thomas Henry Moxarwas born on 22 Mar 1880 in Monteagle @wOntario***died on 19
Feb 1962 in Pembroke, Ontatiaged 81and was buriedn Howard Cemetery, Forester's
Falls, Ontarig/ Thomas married\nnie Edith Belbn 30 Apr 1912t the Bride's Mother's
Home, Forester's Falls, Ontarfé® daughter ofAlexander Beland Ann Freeland Annie was
born on 25 Feb 1880 in Ross Twp., Ontéritied on 26 Jan 1981aged 80, and was buried
in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, Onté&fio.

Elizabeth Brinton Gregor Moxanvas born on 19 Sep 1882 in Monteadglep., Ontaric>*
died on 26 Dec 1970 in Pembroke, Ont¥riaged 88and was buried itdoward Cemetery,
Forester's Falls, Ontarfd.Elizabeth marriedRobert Thomas Currgn 25 Oct 1905 in
Emmanuel Church, Maynooth, Ontarf§son ofThomas CurrnandJane HannahRobert
was born on 7 Feb 1876 in Pembroke Twp., Ont&fidied on 24 Sep 1963 in Kingston,
FrontenadCo, Ontarid?® aged 87, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls,
Ontario?’ They had five childreWesley Robert, Alvin Ralpfihomas, Melvin Vernon, Elva
Matilda (Mrs. HenryMacNamarg and Esther IrengMrs. KayColemar).

Robert Herbert Moxanwas born on 22 Feb 1885 in Monteagle Twp., OntHfidied on 8
Aug 1958 aged 69and was buried ifmmanuel United Cemeterlylaynooth, Ontario”’
Robert marriedlessie Carmichaeh 31 May 1916 in Bancroft, Ontar’i%?,daughter of
Alexander Carmichaend Catherine FitzimmonsJessie was born on 29 Jan 1892 in
Monteagle Twp., Ontari&®* died on 28 Jan 1986 in Bancroft, Ontatimged 93, and was
buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontdfio.

Martha Matilda Moxamwas born on 9 Aug 1887 in Maynooth, Ontaribdied on 26 Mar
1974 in Forester's Falls, Ontdfitaged 86and was buried itdoward Cemetey, Forester's
Falls, Ontarig’*?> Martha marriedGeorge Andrew Pettigrewon 22 Dec 1915 in Forester's
Falls, Ontarid® son ofWilliam Pettigrewand Ellen Eckford George was born on 19 Nov
1893 in Queen's line, Ontartd®’ died on 22 Feb 1956 in Forester's Falls, Ontaramed 62,
and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, Orftario.
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Descendants afames and Elizabeth Moxantlude
manysurnameswith the most frequenly occurringoeing
Andrews, Armstrong, Bagar, Best, Blair, Booker, Bronson,
Castonguay, Charbonneau, Coleman, Collins, Coppens, Curry,
Dagenais, Depencier, Easton, Frantz, Frederick, Grills, James,
Laframboise, Lloyd, Loney, McKenzie, Melin, Minnie, Moore,
Musclow, Neufeld, Okerhjelm, Pilatzkelgfm, Price,

Robinson, Sicker, Smith, White, Williams, Williamson, Wilson,
and Xilon

Pic25: Gravestone of James Moxam
and Elizabeth Bennett

Pic 26: Moxam Family
Back: Tilley Pettigrewjzzie or Mary,

Sarah Moxam Best, Robert Moxam &
his wife Jessie Carmichael

Front: Andrew Pettigrew, John Moxam,
James Moxam, Robert Best.



