
The Bennett Family In Canada Over 165 Years:  A Story of English Roots and Ross Township Descendants    

Chapter Two ς The Canadian Immigrants 

 Over one hundred and sixty-five years ago, the English Bennett immigrants came to 

Canada.  James Bennett, his wife Jane Gregor and their descendants were pioneers in 

Renfrew and Hastings Counties in Ontario and Pontiac County in Quebec.  It is not the intent 

of this volume to follow each of the children in depth, however an outline of each of the 

children of James and Jane will be provided.  Their eighth child George Bennett will be 

covered in greater detail in Chapter ThreeΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǎon Joseph 

that are the focus of the remainder of the family history. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 
Pic 8:  James Bennett &  

Jane Gregor 

 

 

 

James Bennett,
11

 son of William Bennett and Elizabeth Brewer, was born about 1815 in 

St. Merryn, Co. Cornwall, England.
8,9,10,16

 He was christened on 14 Jan 1815 at St. Merryn11.  
Details of his childhood are not known except that he grew up in St. Merryn Parish in a large 

family.  He worked as a carpenter in England.6  James married Jane Griggor (Gregor)
11

on 12 
Aug 1837 in St. Merryn, Co. Cornwall, England,11 daughter of Henry Gregor and Jane 

Jenefer Brenton.  Jane was born in 1815 in St. Merryn, Co. Cornwall, England.
6,9,16

  She was 
christened on 26 Dec 1815 at St. Merryn .11   At the time of the 1841 Census12, they were 
living at Waters Cottage, St. Merryn, Cornwall, England.  Their first two sons were born in St. 
Merryn Parish, Thomas Henry in 1839 and James in 1842.  According to the Bennett Family 
History10 written by Minnie (Bennett) Eady and her brother Joseph Bennett (children of 
George & Fannie Bennett of Ross Twp.), James at the age of 32 and Jane at the age of 29, 
packed up their belongings and with two young boys, Thomas Henry aged less than three 
and James several months old, set sail for America in 1842.  They left Plymouth Harbour10 
and arrived in the United States, settling at Philadelphia10.  Unfortunately, records of this 
passage have not been located by this author.  According to the Bennett History10 their first 
daughter Elizabeth was born here ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜ DƛǊƭέΦ   This 
author has not found evidence to support this.  She is consistently listed as the fifth child in 
Canadian Census, born after two boys who were born in Canada.  Church records for her 
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Ross Township christening also indicated that she was born in Ross Township in 1848.  
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜ DƛǊƭέ who was born in USA and deceased by the time 
of the 1851 Canadian Census.   

After about two years10, James and Jane again moved on, this time sailing to Canada, 

arriving in Montreal.  They made their way to Litchfield Township, Pontiac County, 

Quebec and settled on a farm.  The exact date of arrival there is not certain, but would 

be sometime between about 1844 and 1846.  Their third and fourth sons were born in 

Litchfield Township.  William was born in June 1845 or 1846 and John was born in 1846 

or 1847.   

WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ [ƛǘŎƘŦƛŜƭŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŜǊǊ [ƛƴŜ 

in Ross Township, Renfrew County. Records indicate that Elizabeth was born in Ross 

Township in 1848; Joseph in 1851; and the 1851 Census also puts them in Ross 

Township.  The next move would take them to their final destination at Concession 7, 

Lot 5 Ross Township.  The actual date of this relocation is not known, however according 

to the Bennett History,10 son Andrew was born at the new location in September 1855.  

James purchased the 136 acres from the Crown on July 17, 185717.  This farm is located 

just east of the Howard Cemetery.  According to the Bennett History,10 this property was 

bush.  The land needed to be cleared and a log house and barns built.  James certainly 

had the opportunity to put his carpenter skills to good use.  One wonders how prepared 

this family was to take on this rugged land, harsh winters, logging, clearing and 

agriculture while raising a large young family.  They came from a land where they were 

accustomed to established communities with ready access to goods and services; 

attending a church that was a centerpiece in their community for over 500 years; close 

contact with family and longstanding neighbours and friends. There is nothing to 

suggest that they came from affluent families and the economy in England was 

depressed, but one would doubt that the promises of the new land lived up to their 

expectations. We can only imagine the day to day struggles that these Bennett 

immigrants and every other early pioneer who ventured to Canada had to overcome.  

Their tenacity to carve out a home and living under difficult circumstances is to be 

admired.  It is this appreciation and respect that drives this author to keep their memory 

alive by documenting our early pioneers.     

James & Jane grew up attending the Church of England.  However when they settled 

in Ross Township, there was limited access to a church or minister.  In the 185118, 

186119, 1871,20 1881,21 and 189122 Census of Ross Township, their religion is listed as 

Church of England.  Their children John & Elizabeth were christened by the Wesleyan 

Methodist minister in 1847, and 1848.  He was likely the most accessible clergy at the 

time.  Anglican clergy from Quebec City visited Portage du Fort and other communities 

in Pontiac County as early as 1832, howeǾŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ мурлΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

resident minister was established.  The pattern was similar in Ross and Westmeath 
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Townships but in a later timeframe.  A Descendant Chart for James and Jane Bennett is 

provided on page 13. 

 

Children of James Bennett and Jane Griggor were: 

I     Thomas Henry Bennett was born in 1839 in Shop, St Merryn, Cornwall, England ς see p. 14. 

 ii. James Bennett was born on 4 Jan 1842 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, England ς see p. 

16. 

 iii. William Bennett was born on 22 Jun 1845 or 1846 in Litchfield Twp., Pontiac Co., Quebec ς 

see p. 17. 

 iv. John Bennett was born on 18 May 1846 or 1847 in Litchfield Twp., Quebec ς see p. 19.  

 v. Elizabeth Jane Bennett was born on 10 Apr 1848 in Ross Twp., Ontario ς see p. 24. 

 vi. Joseph Bennett was born on 16 Sep 1851 in Ross Twp., Ontario ς see p. 28. 

 vii.     Andrew Bennett was born on 1 Sep 1855 in Ross Twp., Ontario ς see p. 31.  

 viii.     George Bennett was born on 14 Sep 1858 in Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontario.  George is the                             

        focus of Chapter Three ς see p. 36. 

  ix.      Mary Ann Bennett was born in Dec 1862 in Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontario ς see p. 34.   

 

 James Bennett died on 10 Nov 1896 in Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontario
23,24,25,26 

 aged 81 

of Old Age23.   He was buried not far from his home in Howard Cemetery, ForesterΩs Falls, 

Ontario.
27

 Jane Bennett died almost 2 years later on 23 Oct 1898 in Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., 

Ontario26,28 
 
aged 83 of Old Age28.   She was also buried in Howard Cemetery, ForesterΩs 

Falls, Ontario.
21   
bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ άDǊƛƎƎƻǊέΦ         

 
 

Pic 9:  Death Notice of James Bennett 

 Renfrew Mercury, Nov 27 1896 
  

 

Pic 10:  Gravestone of James  
Bennett and Jane Gregor 
 

 

 
The remainder of this chapter will focus on the children of James 

and Jane Griggor with the exception of George Bennett.  He and his 
family will be the focus of Chapter Three. 
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Pic 11:  Descendant Chart for James Bennett and Jane Griggor 
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Child No. 1 ς Thomas Henry Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    
Pic 12:  Thomas Henry Bennett                                       Pic 13:  Jane Johnston 

Thomas Henry Bennett was born in 1839 in Shop, St Merryn, Cornwall, England.
11

 He 

was christened on 27 Oct 1839 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, England.
11

 Thomas at age 

32, married Jane Johnston aged 18, on 26 Dec 1872 in Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontario.
29, 30

 
She was the daughter of John Johnston and Mary Brown and was born on 13 May 1856 in 

Ross Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontario,
30, 31  

This Bennett family farmed in Ross Township.  They 
are listed as Methodist in the 189122 Ross Township Census.   

Thomas Henry died on 22 Aug 1897 in Ross Twp., Ontario
32

 aged 58, and was buried in 
Howard Cemetery, ForesterΩs Falls, Ontario27.   Jane continued to live with her son on the 
family farm for a number of years prior to moving to Cobden, residing on Meadow St33.  She 

died on 2 Aug 1936 in Cobden, Ontario
33,34

 aged 80, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, 
ForesterΩs Falls, Ontario.27   

Children of Thomas Henry and Jane Bennett: 

i. James Robert Bennett was born on 9 Nov 1873 in Ross Twp., Ontario35.  He never married 

and died on 6 Jan 1947 in Pembroke, Renfrew Co., Ontario36 aged 73, and was buried in 

Howard Cemetery ForesterΩs Falls, Ontario.27  

 ii. John Henry Bennett was born on 17 Jul 1876 in Ross Twp., Ontario,
37

 died on 11 Aug 1878 

in Ross Twp., Ontario
38

 aged 2, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, ForesterΩs Falls, 

Ontario.27  

 iii.       Jane Griggor Bennett was born on 14 May 1879 in Ross Twp., Ontario,
39

 died on 7 Sep 

1958 at 6 George St. S., Smith's Falls, Lanark Co., Ontario30 aged 79, and was buried on 10 

Sep 1958 in Cobden Union Cemetery, Cobden, Ontario.30 Jane married Malcolm Blair 

Morrison, son of Malcolm Morrison and Mary Blair, on 19 Jun 1900 in ŀǘ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ [ƛƴŜ 

Methodist Church, Ross Twp., Ontario.
40

 Malcolm was born on 20 Feb 1872 in Ross Twp., 

Ontario,
41

 died on 8 Jan 1950 in Cobden, Ontario30 aged 77, and was buried in Cobden 
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Union Cemetery, Cobden, Ontario.  They had two children: Esther 'Essie' Mary (Mrs. 

Harold Laidlaw) of Cobden and Jennie Elizabeth (Mrs. William Boyle) of Cobden. 

Descendants of Thomas Henry & Jane Bennett include the following surnames: Boyle, 

Cameron, Drynan, Laidlaw, Morrison, Rollins, Ryan.  Descendant Helen Armstrong nee 

Laidlaw has been a faithful contributor to the Bennett collection of pictures and newspaper 

clippings over the years.  Of national renown, Sheryl Boyle was a Canadian Olympian in the 

1992 and 1996 Olympics ƛƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƪŀȅŀƪing. 
 

Pic 14:  Obituary of Thomas H. 
Bennett 
 

 

 

                                                                       Pic 15:  Obituary of Jane Bennett                Pic 16: Gravestone of                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                     Thomas Henry & Jane Bennett 
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Child No. 2 ς James Bennett 

  James Bennett was born on 4 Jan 1842 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, England.
11, 

31
 He was christened on 13 Feb 1842 in St Merryn, St. Merryn, Cornwall, England.

11 James 

aged 26, married Catherine Robinson aged 24 on 14 Oct 1869 in Ross Twp., Ontario,
42 

daughter of James Robinson and Mary Margaret Good. Catherine, known as Kate, was born 

on 24 Jun 1845 in Marlborough, Carleton Co., Ontario.31 This Bennett family farmed in Ross 

¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ WŀƳŜǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ƛƴ муууΦ43 James and Kate were 

living in Westmeath Township at the time of the 

1911 Canadian Census.44 

Kate died on 15 Nov 1913 at Lot 1, Con 6 EML, 

Westmeath Twp., Renfrew Co., Ontario
45

 aged 68.  

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ IƻǿŀǊŘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

Falls, Ontario.27   James died 9 years later of Old 

Age on 28 Oct 1922 in Ross Twp., Ontario at the 

home of his son George David,
46

 aged 80.  He was 

also ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ IƻǿŀǊŘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ CŀƭƭǎΣ           Pic 17:  Death Notice of James Bennett 

Ontario.27 Unfortunately, a photographic image of this couple has not been located.  

James and Kate had one son:                                                              
1. George David Bennett was born on 12 May 1870 in 

Ross Twp., Ontario,
47

 died on 15 Jun 1929 in 

Westmeath Twp., Renfrew, Ontario
48

 aged 59, and was 

ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ IƻǿŀǊŘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ CŀƭƭǎΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦ27  

He married Mary Ellen Kenny on 24 Dec 1895 in 

Westmeath Twp., Ontario,
49

 daughter of John Kenny 

Sr. and Jane Lafleur. Mary Ellen was born on 29 Dec 

1876 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario,
50

 died on 15 Jul 

1950 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario51 aged 73, and was 

ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ IƻǿŀǊŘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ CŀƭƭǎΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦ27 
They had nine children: Charles Edwin, Thomas Henry, 

Mary Christena '¢ŜƴŀΩ (Mrs. William Robinson), 

Margaret Irene (Mrs. George Robinson), John James, 

Pearl Delilia (Mrs. Henry Gordon Condie), Baby, 

Stephen and Mildred Elizabeth (Mrs. Osborne 

Richardson). 

Descendants of James & Kate Bennett include the following 
surnames:  Condie, Davidson, Dougherty, Powers, 
Richardson, Robinson, Severin and Splaine.         Pic 18: Gravestone of 
  James & Catherine Bennett
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Child No. 3 ς William Bennett 

 William Bennett was born on 22 Jun 1845 or 1846 in Litchfield Twp., Pontiac Co., 

Quebec.52,53  William took up the trade of shoemaker53,54 and at about 23 years of age, 

married Frances Elizabeth Gibbons aged 24 on 18 May 1870 at St. George's Anglican 

Church,  Portage Du Fort, Pontiac Co., Quebec55.  She was the daughter of Thomas William 

Gibbons and Sarah Jane Norman of Portage du Fort.  Frances was born on 20 Feb 1846 in 

New York State, U.S.A.52,53 William was the only 

child of James & Jane Bennett who returned to 

Quebec to live, residing in Portage du Fort.   

William died on 6 Feb 1907, aged 60, in Portage 

Du Fort, Quebec52,56, and was buried in the 

Protestant Cemetery, Portage Du Fort, Quebec56.  

Frances died 7 years later on 11 Sep 1914 in 

.ǊƛǎǘƻƭΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎΣ tƻƴǘƛŀŎ /ƻΦΣ vǳŜōŜŎ,52,56 and 

was buried in the Protestant Cemetery, Portage 

Du Fort, Quebec56.  Baptisms of the children 

were conducted by clergy from the Church of 

England and the Wesleyan Methodist Church.  

Unfortunately a photographic image of William 

and Frances has not been located.           
                                                     Pic 19:  Gravestone of William & Frances Bennett 

 William & Frances had six children:        

i. Frances Eliza Jane Bennett was born on 6 Mar 1871 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52, died on 6 

Sep 1871 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52 aged 6 months, and was buried in the Protestant 

Cemetery,  Portage Du Fort, Quebec56.  

ii.   Lottie Laura Bennett was born on 17 Apr 1872 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52, died on 24 Aug 

1872 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52aged 4 months, and was buried in the Protestant 

Cemetery, Portage Du Fort,  Quebec.56  

iii.   Walter William Bennett was born on 12 Apr 1874 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52,57,58, died on 

22 Oct 1949 in Shawville, Quebec52,56 aged 75 years, and was buried in the Protestant 

Cemetery, Portage Du Fort, Quebec.56  He married Elizabeth Dupuis on 30 Jun 1897 in Haley 

Station, Ontario,59 daughter of Peter Dupuis and Julia Preshan. Elizabeth was born on 16 

Apr 1872 in Thurso, Quebec,52,57,58 died in 1954 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec56 aged 82, and 

was buried in the Protestant Cemetery, Portage Du Fort, Quebec.56 They had seven 

children: Wilbert Ernest, Harvey Emerson, Florence (Mrs. Fred Groombridge), William 

Arthur, Hazel Frances (Mrs. James Malette), Mary Alice and Herbert Franklin Bennett. 

iv.   Harold Arthur Bennett was born on 6 Oct 1880 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52, died in Jan 

1948 in Ottawa, Carleton Co., Ontario60 aged 67 years, and was buried in the Protestant 

Cemetery, Portage Du Fort, Quebec.56  

 v.   Edna Jane Bennett was born on 3 Jul 1884 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52,53 and died on 18 

May 196452 aged 79 years.  She married John August Ellis Cowley on 27 Jan 1909 in Portage 
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Du Fort, Quebec,52 son of Mailes Cowley and Elizabeth Russell Eaton. John was born on 23 

Jul 1882 in Bristol Twp., Pontiac Co., Quebec52 and died on 24 Jul 197952 aged 97. They had 

five children: Dorothy (Mrs. Ross Nodwell), Daniel Keyworth, William M, Robert Henry 

and Frank Clarkson Cowley. 

vi.    Norman James Bennett was born on 28 Aug 1885 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52, died on 13 

Sep 1885 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec52 aged 2 weeks, and was buried in the Protestant 

Cemetery, Portage Du Fort, Quebec.52 

     Descendants of William & Frances Bennett include the following surnames: Cowley, 
Groombridge, Laird, Malette, McDougall.  Of national renown, Bill Cowley was a NHL Boston 
Bruins player from 1935-1947. He won the Stanley Cup in 1939 and 1941. 
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Child No. 4 ς John Bennett 

John Bennett was born on 18 May 1846 in Litchfield Twp., Pontiac Co., Quebec.
31,61

 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ Ƙƛǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀǘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ 

ōƛǊǘƘŘŀǘŜΦ  ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ birthdate is consistently listed as June 1846 which would make it 

impossible for John to be born in May 1846.  John could not have been born May 1847 as 

he was baptized on 12 Apr 1847 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario.
61

 John was a shoemaker by 

trade, similar to his brother William.  He is listed as 

residing in Ross Township in the Census until the 

time of the 1901 Census when he is living in 

CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ CŀƭƭǎΦ 

John married Ellen Mordy
62

 before Oct 1869 

(her death date) but the actual marriage date is not 

known. She was the daughter of Joseph Mordy and 

Hannah Metcalf of Ross Township.  Ellen was born 

on 24 Mar 1846 in Ross Twp., Ontario.62,63  Ellen 

died on 29 Oct 1869 in Ross Twp., Ontario
63

 aged 

23, and was buried in the Ross Presbyterian 

Cemetery, Ross Twp., Ontario.27 

 John next married Caroline Amanda Gibbons 
two years later, on 8 Nov 1871 in Portage Du Fort, 

Quebec.
64

 He was about 25 and she was 18 years                    Pic 20:  Obituary of John Bennett                      

of age.  Caroline was the daughter of Thomas William Gibbons and Sarah Jane Norman of 
tƻǊǘŀƎŜ Řǳ CƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ CǊŀƴŎŜǎΦ  Caroline was born on 13 Nov 

1853 in Portage Du Fort, Quebec.
31                                                                                              

John died on 14 Feb 1912 in Forester's Falls, Ontario
65

 aged 65, and was buried in 
Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, Ontario.27   Caroline died nine years later on 9 Jun 1921 

in Ross Twp., Ontario
66

 aged 67, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, 
Ontario.27   Unfortunately a photographic image of John and Caroline has not been located.   
Tragically, John and Caroline lost two children a day apart due to consumption.  

John and Caroline had ten children:          

 i. Sarah Jane Bennett was born on 16 Jun 1872 in Ross Twp.,  Ontario54,67 and died on 18 Nov 

1891 in Forester's Falls,  Ontario67, 68 at 

age 19 years. 

 ii. William Henry Bennett was born on 28 

Mar 1874 in Ross Twp.,  Ontario,31,69 died 

on 1 Mar 1958 aged 83 in Cobden, Ontario,27    Pic 21:  Death Notice of Sarah and Harold Bennett 
and was buried in Ross Presbyterian Cemetery, Ross Twp.,  Ontario.27  He married Jamesena 

Catherine McLaren on 16 Dec 1903 in Ross Twp.,  Ontario.
70

 Jamesena was born on 27 Aug 

1871 in Ross Twp., Ontario,31, died in 1958 in Ross Twp., Ontario27 aged 87, and was buried 
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in Ross Presbyterian Cemetery, Ross Twp., Ontario.27 Daughter of James McLaren and Mary 

Carmichael.  They had one daughter: Annie Mary Sinclair (Mrs. Gordon Tripp). 

 iii. John Emerson Bennett was born on 2 May 1876 in Forester's Falls, Ontario,71,72 died in Jan 

1958 in Cobden, Ontario27 aged 81 years, and was buried in Cobden Union Cemetery, 

Cobden, Ontario.27     He married Mary Elizabeth Greening, daughter of James Greening and 

Ann Randall, on 3 Jun 1908 in Shawville, Pontiac Co., Quebec.73,74 Mary was born on 2 May 

1877 in Weymouth, , Co. Dorset, England,75 died on 8 Jan 1957 in Cobden, Ontario76 aged 

79, and was buried in Cobden Union Cemetery,  Cobden, Ontario.27  They had four children: 

Verna Mae Gertrude (Mrs. Leland Johnston), Harold Emerson Randall, Clarence Lloyd John 

and Ernest James Wellington Bennett. 

 iv. Mary Frances Bennett was born on 2 Sep 1878 in Ross Twp., Ontario77 and died between 

1881-1891.  

 v. George Edwin Bennett was born on 27 May 1881 in Renfrew County, Ontario and died as an 

infant.  

 vi. Clara Edith Bennett was born on 20 Mar 1884 in Ross Twp., Ontario,78 died in 1960 in 

Brockville, Grenville Co., Ontario aged 74, and was buried in Oakland Anglican Cemetery, 

Brockville, Ontario.   Clara married Frederick Lovesey, son of John Lovesey and Annie 

Mondo, on 31 Aug 1914 in Forester's Falls, Ontario.79 Frederick was born on 6 Dec 1889 in 

Wales, 80 died in 1956 in Brockville, Ontario80 aged 67, and was buried in Oakland Anglican 

Cemetery, Brockville, Ontario. They had seven children: Reginald Keith, Thelma Theodoris 

(Mrs. Gardner Morrison), John Albert, Harry Wilfred, Frederick Harold, Norma Amanda 

(Mrs. Arlee Miller) and Herbert Oswald Lovesey. 

 vii. Norman Edgar Bennett was born on 16 Sep 1886 in Ross Twp., Ontario,81 died on 25 Jul 

194280 aged 55, and was buried in Ross Presbyterian Cemetery, Ross Twp., Ontario.27 

Norman married Mary E. Carmichael Ferguson, daughter of Robert Carmichael Ferguson 

and Christina McLaren, on 26 Apr 1916 in Ross Twp., Ontario.80 Mary was born on 24 Apr 

1890 in Ross Twp., Ontario,82 died on 27 Mar 1920 in Ottawa, Ontario80 aged 29, and was 

buried in Ross Presbyterian Cemetery, Ross Twp., Ontario.27 They had two children: Robert 

Edwin and Christopher MacGregor F. Bennett.  

  Norman next married Hughena Price, daughter of Charles Price and Deborah Lewis, on 25 

May 1921 in Holiness Movement Parsonage, Cobden, Ontario.83 Hughena was born on 24 

Mar 1901 in Warren, Ontario,80 died on 27 Apr 1985 in Pembroke, Ontario80 aged 84, and 

was buried in Cobden Union Cemetery, Cobden, Ontario.27 

 viii. Harold Wellington Bennett was born on 9 May 1890 in Ross Twp., Ontario80, 84 and died on 

19 Nov 1891 in Forester's Falls, Ontario68, 84 aged 1.5 years. 

 ix. Emily Laura Bennett was born on 3 Sep 1893 in Renfrew Co., Ontario,80 died on 15 Dec 1970 

in Ottawa,  Ontario80 aged 77, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, 

Ontario.27   

x. Wilfred James Bennett was born on 20 Aug 1895 in Forester's Falls, Ontario,85 died on 8 

May 197785 aged 81, and was buried in Beachburg Union Cemetery, Beachburg, Ontario.27  

Wilfred married Mabel Elizabeth Price, daughter of Charles Price and Deborah Lewis, sister 

of Hughena Price, on 1 Oct 1915 in Cobden, Ontario.86 Mabel was born on 7 Jun 1897 in 

Warren, Ontario,87died on 7 May 198280 aged 84, and was buried in Beachburg Union 
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Cemetery, Beachburg, Ontario.27They had three children: Gordon John, Errol Ellard Bennett 

and Merrill Doris Agnes (Mrs. Daniel James Wallace). 

 A letter received by the Ross Township Bennett family follows.  It was found in the Bible 
of John Bennett and Caroline Amanda Gibbons.  Part of the letter is missing.  During 
transcription, attempts were made to maintain the spacing, spelling and punctuation as 
written.  The letter is  presently in the possession of Merrill Wallace. 
 

St. Merryn 

    Padstow 

        Cornwall  

              March 12 th   1866  

     

 

My dear Nephew, 

I have received your  

welcome letter. 

   I went to Wadebridge to see  

the lawyer about the money  

left by my Uncle.  The lawyer  

says you must write to let  

him know at what Post Office  

in America it would be most  

convenient for you to get the  

order.  If you write me again  

I will do the business and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (second page) 

have the Order forwarded to  

you immediately. 

     I am sorry to have to inform  

you of the death of sister Mary.   

She died about 12 months  

since of dropsy after a long  

illness.  She left 5 children who  

are all in good health. 

Wm Bennett your grandfather  

is also dead, he died about a  

month since and had been  

a bedlier for some time.  Luke  

Bennett of Towan is also dead. 

Our families I am thankful  

to say are all growing away. 

My eldest son is learning the 

 

 

 Unfortunately we do ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǊƳƛǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

father, James Bennett.  It would appear that there was a money transfer related to an 

estate.  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ά²Ƴ 

Bennett your grandfŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŀŘέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎΩ 

sons, perhaps John.   
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 A letter was written by John Bennett, son of James and Jane Bennett, to an Uncle in 

England.  During transcription, attempts were made to keep the spacing, spelling and 

punctuation as written. The letter was never finished or mailed.  It is presently in the 

possession of Merrill Wallace.   
 

       Foresters Falls July 7th 1896 

                            Dear uncle 

it is with pleasure that I now  

answer your kind and welcome  

letter that I received from you  

and was glad to here that yous  

are well as it leaves me and  

family at present we have six  

of a family four boys and two  

girls  I am working at the shoe  

making living in the village  

trade very dull at present  

as for father and Mother they  

are both living yet but very  

feeble Mother is still confined  

to her bed and no hopes of  

getting better 
 

(page two, column one) 

Thomas Henry is my eldest Brother  

he is a farmer of one hundred  

acres and well situated he has two  

of a family one boy and girl   

James is the next oldest he is  

also a farmer he has one hundred  

an fifty acres of land and is  

very well off he has one boy  

of family and married  

and doing well  William is  

next he is working farm work   

Just now he is a shoemaker by  

trade he has three of  a family  

two boys and one girl Elizabeth Jane  

is my only sister she is married  

to a farmer and very well to do  

and has ten of a family six boys  

and four girls  Joseph, Andrew  

and George is all farming  
 

(page two, second column) 

George is on the homestead he  

supports father and mother and  

they are very well off,  as for  

farming here we have all kinds  

of machienery Steam thrashing Mills  

and Self Buinders and so on this  

has been a very dry season with  

us here the hay crop is very  

light this year the grain crop  

is promising Good times is  

dull just now every kind of  

Produce is cheap now wheat sells  

at 10 cts per bushel butter is 13 cts  

per lbs cheese 8 cts beefe is very   

low 
 
 

 This short letter is an interesting snapshot of the Bennett family from the perspective of 
one of its members.   We do not know the intended uncle to whom John was writing but 
the date is about 54 years after WƻƘƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ  ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ WƻƘƴ ƻǊ 
any of his siblings never met the relatives in their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ homeland. 
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Pic 22:  Gravestone of John & Caroline Bennett 

 

     Descendants of John & Caroline Bennett include the following surnames: Davidson, 

Brooks, Campbell, Gibeault, Ginter, Herbison, Lovesey, Morrison, Tripp, Wallace.   
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Child No. 5 ς Elizabeth Jane Bennett 

Elizabeth Jane Bennett, was born on 10 Apr 1848 

in Ross Twp., Ontario,
88,89,90,91,92

 and was christened on 
1 May 1848 in Wesleyan Methodist, Ross Twp., 

Ontario.
88,92

As earlier mentioned, the records 
regarding Elizabeth indicates that her place of birth 
was Ontario.  At the age of 16, she married James 
Moxam aged 28, on 1 Jan 1865 in Forester's Falls, 

Ontario,
93

 son of William Moxam and Susannah 
Herton. James was born on 10 Jul 1836 in Quebec City, 

Quebec.
89, 90,91,94,95 WŀƳŜǎΩ father died when he was a 

child and his mother remarried to John McChesney.  
James is found with this family in 1851 Census for 
Westmeath Township.95  
       James and Elizabeth farmed at Maynooth,                 Pic 23:  Elizabeth Jane Moxam (nee Bennett)             

Monteagle Twp., Hastings Co, Ontario.  He died on 16 Mar 1902 in Maynooth, Ontario
96

 
aged 65, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 She died 16 

years later on 31 May 1918 in Bancroft, Hastings Co., Ontario,
98,99

aged 70, and was buried in 
Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 Interestingly, some of their children 
continued to live at Maynooth, some moved to Ross and Westmeath Townships where 
aunts and uncles still resided, and others lived in the Sudbury area.   

Elizabeth and James Moxam had 11 children: 

 i. Sarah Ann Moxam was born on 3 Jun 1866 in Ross Twp., Ontario, 89, 90, 91 died on 30 Jan 1949 

in Graphite, Hastings Co., Ontario 100 aged 82, and was buried in Emmanuel United 

Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 Sarah married Robert William Best on 22 Aug 1884 in 

Maynooth, Ontario, 101 son of John Best and Mary Ann Collins. Robert was born on 7 Feb 

1856 in Madoc, Hastings Co., Ontario,91,102 died on 31 Jan 1938 in Graphite, Ontario100 aged 

81, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 They lived in 

Monteagle Twp., Hastings County and had seven children: Mary Jane (Mrs. James Minnie), 

Elizabeth (Mrs. Bidwell Baragar), John, James Bennett, Robert William, Joseph Charles and 

Sarah Ann (Mrs. Joseph Musclow). 

 ii. James Bennett Moxam was born on 13 Jan 1868 in Forester's Falls, Renfrew, Ontario,89,90 

died on 8 Jan 1949 in Walden, Ontario93 aged 80, and was buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, 

Sudbury, Ontario.103 James married Hester Ann Grant on 16 Jun 1891 in Wicklow Twp., 

Hastings Co., Ontario,104 daughter of Jonas Grant and Maria Weis. Hester was born on 9 

Mar 1873 in Abinger, Lennox & Addington Co., Ontario,105 died on 21 Aug 1941 in Sudbury, 

Ontario93 aged 68, and was buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, Sudbury, Ontario.103 They lived in 

Walden, Ontario near Sudbury and had 15 children: Maud Matilda, Ella Maria, Marshall 

Wesley, William Jonas, Harold Emerson, James Lawrence, Frank Ernest, Herbert Melvyn, 

Harry Leid, Gordon Cleveland, Elizabeth Mary (Mrs. Henry Lloyd), Bennett Weis, Russell 

Ashley, Violet Hester (Mrs. Thomas Moulton) and Sarah Iona Hazel (Mrs. Christopher 

Frantz). 
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    iii.        Mary Jane Moxam was born on 1 Jan 1870 in 

Westmeath Twp., Ontario,106 died on 3 Aug 1964 in 

Beachburg, Ontario27,107 aged 94, and was buried in 

Beachburg Union Cemetery, Beachburg, Ontario.27  

Mary married John B. Johnston on 17 Jun 1891 in 

Monteagle Twp., Ontario,108 son of John Johnston 

and Mary Brown. John was born on 3 Jun 1860 in 

Ross Twp., Ontario,21,22 died on 3 Dec 1898 in 

Renfrew Co., Ontario27 aged 38, and was buried in 

Beachburg Union Cemetery, Beachburg, Ontario.27 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ .Ωǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ς Ann, Jane and Fanny 

ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ WŀƴŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  

They had four children: Sarah Ann 'Sadie' (Mrs. 

Wm James Wilson), Mary (Mrs. Hugh Wilson), 

Elizabeth (Mrs. Roy Stephen Moore) and John 

Johnston.   

  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ, Mary married Elias Curry 

on 24 Jan 1900 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario,109 son 

of George Curry and Catherine Mathieson. Elias 

was born on 14 Sep 1859 in Pembroke Twp., 

Ontario,110 was christened on 8 May 1860 in                    Pic 24:  Obituary of Elizabeth Moxam 

Westmeath Twp., Ontario,111 died on 13 Sep 1928 in Ross Twp., Ontario112 aged 68, and was 

buried in Cobden Union Cemetery, Cobden, Ontario.27 

 iv. William Dwire Moxam was born on 22 Jan 1872 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario,89,91,113 died on 

4 Dec 1940 in Bancroft, Ontario93 aged 68, and was buried in Hillcrest Brethren Cemetery, 

Bancroft, Ontario.97  William married Mary Elizabeth Jardine on 4 Jul 1900 in Ross Twp., 

Ontario,114 daughter of John Jardine and Ellen Kerr. Mary was born on 10 Aug 1875 in Ross 

Twp., Ontario,91,93 died in 1961 in Bancroft, Ontario93 aged 86, and was buried in Hillcrest 

Brethren Cemetery Bancroft, Ontario.97 They had six children: Eric Herton, Gerald Leslie, 

Baby, John Jardine, Esther Isabella (Mrs. Reginald Wiggins) and James Douglas Moxam. 

 v. John Wesley Moxam was born on 1 Jun 1874 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario,91,93 died on 6 Sep 

1960 in Toronto, York Co., Ontario93 aged 86, and was buried in Emmanuel United 

Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 John married Tena Elizabeth Twa on 7 Mar 1900 in 

Maynooth, Ontario115daughter of Robert George Twa and Johanna Kelusky.  Tena was born 

on 10 Jun 1879 in Monteagle Twp., Ontario,91,93 died on 13 May 1907 in Monteagle Twp., 

Ontario93 aged 27, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 

They had three children: Ethel Mary (Mrs. Leonard York), Edna Pearl (Mrs. Donald Weeks) 

and William Dwire.   

  John next married Mary Ann E. Wilcox on 24 Mar 1910 in Monteagle Twp., Ontario,116 

daughter of Matthew Wilcox and Mary Jane Keringham. Mary was born on 19 Apr 1883 in 

Monteagle Twp., Ontario, died on 21 Dec 1936 in Moxam Homestead, Maynooth, Ontario93 

aged 53, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 They had 

seven children: George Arnold, Myrtle Almira (Mrs. Clarence Charles Kruger), Elizabeth 



 The Bennett Family In Canada Over 165 Years:  A Story of English Roots and Ross Township Descendants 

Jane (Mrs. David Lloyd Ritchie), Matthew Henry, James, Sarah Ann (Mrs. Douglas 

McConnell) and Archibald Elwood Moxam. 

 vi. Andrew Herton Moxam was born on 11 Apr 1876 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario117 and died 

on 27 Jan 1877 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario118 aged 9 months. 

 vii. George Albert Moxam was born on 5 Dec 1880 in Westmeath Twp., Ontario,119 died on 11 

Jun 1951 in Sudbury, Ontario93 aged 70, and was buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, Sudbury, 

Ontario.103  George married Jennie Jardine on 4 Jul 1906 in Ross Twp., Ontario,120 daughter 

of John Jardine and Ellen Kerr. Jennie was born on 24 Jun 1883 in Ross Twp., Ontario,121 

died on 18 Aug 1953 in Sudbury, Ontario93 aged 70, and was buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, 

Sudbury, Ontario.103 They had 11 children: John Herton, Mary Elizabeth (Mamie) (Mrs. 

David Earl Wilson), Herbert Bordon, George Finlay, Kenneth Clarence, Thomas Henry, Ellen 

Minerva (Mrs. Edgar Laframboise), Jardine Edward, Elmer William, Andrew James and 

Adeline Evelyn (Mrs. Albert Neufeld). 

 viii. Thomas Henry Moxam was born on 22 Mar 1880 in Monteagle Twp., Ontario,122 died on 19 

Feb 1962 in Pembroke, Ontario93 aged 81, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's 

Falls, Ontario.27  Thomas married Annie Edith Bell on 30 Apr 1913 at the Bride's Mother's 

Home,  Forester's Falls, Ontario,123 daughter of Alexander Bell and Ann Freeland. Annie was 

born on 25 Feb 1880 in Ross Twp., Ontario,31 died on 26 Jan 196193 aged 80, and was buried 

in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, Ontario.27 

 ix. Elizabeth Brinton Gregor Moxam was born on 19 Sep 1882 in Monteagle Twp., Ontario,124 

died on 26 Dec 1970 in Pembroke, Ontario125 aged 88 and was buried in Howard Cemetery, 

Forester's Falls, Ontario.27  Elizabeth married Robert Thomas Curry on 25 Oct 1905 in 

Emmanuel Church, Maynooth, Ontario,126 son of Thomas Curry and Jane Hannah. Robert 

was born on 7 Feb 1876 in Pembroke Twp., Ontario,127 died on 24 Sep 1963 in Kingston, 

Frontenac Co., Ontario125 aged 87, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, 

Ontario.27 They had five children: Wesley Robert, Alvin Ralph Thomas, Melvin Vernon, Elva 

Matilda (Mrs. Henry MacNamara) and Esther Irene (Mrs. Kay Coleman). 

 x. Robert Herbert Moxam was born on 22 Feb 1885 in Monteagle Twp., Ontario,128 died on 8 

Aug 195493 aged 69, and was buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97  

Robert married Jessie Carmichael on 31 May 1916 in Bancroft, Ontario,129 daughter of 

Alexander Carmichael and Catherine Fitzimmons. Jessie was born on 29 Jan 1892 in 

Monteagle Twp., Ontario,130 died on 28 Jan 1986 in Bancroft, Ontario93 aged 93, and was 

buried in Emmanuel United Cemetery, Maynooth, Ontario.97 

 xi. Martha Matilda Moxam was born on 9 Aug 1887 in Maynooth, Ontario,131 died on 26 Mar 

1974 in Forester's Falls, Ontario125 aged 86, and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's 

Falls, Ontario.27,125  Martha married George Andrew Pettigrew on 22 Dec 1915 in Forester's 

Falls, Ontario,132 son of William Pettigrew and Ellen Eckford. George was born on 19 Nov 

1893 in Queen's line, Ontario,132 died on 22 Feb 1956 in Forester's Falls, Ontario125 aged 62, 

and was buried in Howard Cemetery, Forester's Falls, Ontario.27
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Descendants of James and Elizabeth Moxam include 

many surnames with the most frequently occurring being: 

Andrews, Armstrong, Baragar, Best, Blair, Booker, Bronson, 

Castonguay, Charbonneau, Coleman, Collins, Coppens, Curry, 

Dagenais, Depencier, Easton, Frantz, Frederick, Grills, James, 

Laframboise, Lloyd, Loney, McKenzie, Melin, Minnie, Moore, 

Musclow, Neufeld, Okerhjelm, Pilatzke, Pilgrim, Price, 

Robinson, Sicker, Smith, White, Williams, Williamson, Wilson, 

and Xilon. 

 
 

 

 
                                                           

Pic 25:  Gravestone of James      Moxam 
and Elizabeth Bennett

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 26:  Moxam Family 
Back:  Tilley Pettigrew, Lizzie or Mary, 

Sarah Moxam Best, Robert Moxam & 

his wife Jessie Carmichael 

Front:  Andrew Pettigrew, John Moxam, 

James Moxam, Robert Best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


