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Early Beginnings –  53 Main St. 

The property was part of the parcel of land owned & surveyed by 

the Gould brothers, James & Jason in 1876.1 It is not known when 

a building was erected on the property but after several owners, 

namely James Tierney in 18781, Charles Coulter, Blacksmith & 

Agent Agricultural Implements2 in 18811, and Archibald Cameron 

in 18851, it was sold to David Collins, Grocer in 18961. 

Early Beginnings – The Bank of Ottawa 

The Cobden Branch of the Bank of Nova Scotia located at 53 Main 

St., had its early beginnings as a Bank of Ottawa, opening on 

November 1, 1901.3   Employees were Charles B. Graham, 

Manager and Andrew R. Fraser, Accountant.3 A portion of the 

building operating as a General Store,4 was leased from David C. 

Collins, Grocer for the annual fee of $250.00 1.  The Bank of 

Ottawa was originally established in the province in 1874 by 

Ottawa Valley lumber pioneers.5  

 

 

 

 

 

               Pic 1:  First Bank Manager 

 

    

        Pic 2:  The Bank of Ottawa c1906 

 

The current building was erected in 1913.3 A 

portion of the main floor was used for the bank   Pic 3:  The Bank of Ottawa, 1914   

and the remainder of the building was utilized  

as the Manager’s residence.     
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The Bank of Nova Scotia 

In 19195, the Bank of Ottawa merged with The Bank of Nova Scotia.  In 2001, the bank celebrated 100 years 

since the opening in 1901 (as the Bank of Ottawa).  In two years the bank will celebrate 100 years as The Bank 

of Nova Scotia in the same location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 4:  Bank of Nova Scotia, c1931 

 

Interior views over the years 

 

Pic 5 & 6:  Interior of BNS 

(view looking towards front door) 
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        Pic 7:  Manager’s Office             Pic 8:  Interior of Bank  

        (located at front of bank)     (view looking towards the back wall) 

 

 

 

 

 

  Pic 9:  Renovations, 1981  

         (view looking towards front door) 

 

 

 

Pic 10:  Renovations, 1981 

        (view looking towards the back wall) 
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Pic 11:  Renovations, 1981 



Bank of Nova Scotia 
 

003 Cobden Businesses & Buildings (WHS Project, 2017) compiled by Fay Bennett Page 5 

 

       Pic 12:  Renovations, 1981    Pic 13:  Renovations, 1981 

               (view looking towards the back wall)                                         (view looking towards the back wall) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 14:  Installation of ABM, 1995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 15:  Installation of ABM, 1995 
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 Pic 16:  Renovations, 1995      Pic 17:  Renovations, 1995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Pic 18:  Renovations, 1995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 19:  Renovations, 1995 
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Staff 

The Bank of Nova Scotia has been a long-term source of 

employment in Cobden.   Most of the Bank Managers, 

except for recent years, moved to Cobden to take up their 

duties, however the majority of the employees were 

residents of the community and surrounding area.    

Pic 21:  Staff – Orla MacDonald, Carol Brown, Marion 

Horner, Isabel Johnston, Anne McWade  

 Pic 20:  List of Bank Managers           & Robert Thompson (c1965) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 22:  Staff – Anne McWade, Orla MacDonald, Patsy Recoskie, Jean, Miller, John DeBoer (c1966) 

 
PIC 19:  LIST OF BANK MANAGERS3 

Charles B. Graham  1901 – 1904 

J. C. Burgess   1904 – 1911 

James F. Moffatt  1911 – 1919 

Alexander C. Allen  1919 – 1923 

Hubert C. Morris  1923 – 1930 

Frank C. Marshall  1930 – 1940 

Harold A. Ballard  1940 – 1946 

Frederick A. McCallum 1946 – 1955 

Robert A. Thompson  1955 – 1968 

David C. Whyte  1968 – 1970 

D. M. Deighton  1970 – 1973 

John T. Mains   1973 – 1978 

William A. Welsh  1978 – 1988 

James R. Clark   1988 – 1997 

Hessel Vander Velde  1997 – 2001 

Jill Campbell   2001 – 2006 

Mary C. MacFarlane  2006 – 2014 

Patricia Leech   2014 - 

Present 
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Pic 23:  Jean Miller, Ruby Purcell, John Mains,     Pic 24:  Anne McWade & Wally Welsh 

              Lucille Vigrass, Anne McWade c1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 25:  Outfitted to promote Children’s Miracle Network Telethon, 1993 



Bank of Nova Scotia 
 

003 Cobden Businesses & Buildings (WHS Project, 2017) compiled by Fay Bennett Page 9 

 

The employees as a group, have been active in the community, involved in fund raising such as the Cobden 

Food Bank, Canadian Cancer Society and Relay for Life.  Dressing in theme costumes has also been a regular 

occurrence at Halloween, the annual Santa Claus Parade and other special events.  

 

 

 

 

Pic 26:  Bk:  Lorna Snider, Sue 

Deighton, unknown, Doreen 

Bailey, Hessel Vandervelde, 

Irene Hill, Patricia Leech 

 Ft:  Pat Lipton, Colleen Wood,  

Bernadette Seigel, Gina Houta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 27:  April 30, 2003  

Doreen Bailey’s 

Retirement: Susan 

Kuzela, Barbara Teske, 

Judy Stewart, Jill 

Campbell, Sue Trembley, 

Doreen Bailey, Irene Hill, 

Anne Dierion, Colleen 

Wood, Melanie Waito, 

Pat Leech 
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Pic 28:  Isabel Johnston’s Retirement, 2002 

Bk: Susan Kuzela, Colleen Wood, Isabel Johnston 

Ft: Doreen Bailey, Lucille Vigrass, Shirley Ulrich, Barb Teske 

 

 

Pic 29:  Bk: Lucille Vigrass, Patricia 

Leech, Shirely Ulrich, Marilyn Mick 

Mid:  Linda Schilling, Colleen Wood, 

Patty Eckford 

Ft:  Sue Deighton, Doreen Bailey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 30:  Judy Stewart, Lise Reid, Irene Hill, 2005 
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Pic 31:  L-R:  Sherry Proulx, Colleen 

Wood, Tina Moore, unknown, Lise 

Therrien, Jodi Costello, Melanie 

Woito, Joy Horner, Lorraine Mullins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 32:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2001, the Cobden Branch of BNS celebrated 100 years in Cobden which includes the time as Bank of 

Ottawa.  There was a coming together of current and past employees and managers. 

 

 

Pic 33:  Bk: Wally Welsh, Doreen 

Bailey, Isabel Johnston, Marion 

Horner, Sue Deighton, Wally 

MacDonell, John Mains 

Ft:  Hessel VanderVelde, Shirley 

Ulrich, Lucille Vigrass, Anne 

McWade 

  

Place hold for current staff photo 
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Pic 34:  Cobden Branch, BNS History Poster 
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Pic 35:  Long Time Customer – Harry Hill 
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The Cobden Branch has not been exempt from bank robberies.  A number of these unfortunate and stressful 

events have occurred over the years and captured in local newspapers. 
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Pic 36, 37 & 38: Newspaper 

clippings covering the bank 

robbery, Sep 21, 1953 
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Pic 39:  Bank Staff Held at Gunpoint, 1953 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 40: Scene of Crime, July 23, 1964 
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Pic 41:  Cobden Bank 

Robbery, 1964 
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Pic 42:  Bank Robbery, 

1964 
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Mac Beattie & His Melodiers published a song 

about the robbery on Jul 27, 2016 entitled “Bank 

Robbery at Cobden” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 43:  Cobden Bank 

Robbery, 1964 
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Pic 44:  Cobden Bank Robbery, Oct 5, 1970 
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Pic 45:  Cobden Branch, BNS, site of robbery 

 

More recent robberies occurred on: 

• 28 Oct 1993 when a mother & son robbed the Cobden & Beachburg branchs6 

• Feb 10, 1997 when three males robbed the Cobden branch but didn’t get very far 

• September 17, 2010 when a single man robbed the Cobden branch as well as others across 

Eastern Ontario 

In each and every robbery the monetary costs were somewhat measurable however in many cases, the 

adverse health consequences linger on.   Some accounts of these robberies are as follows. 
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Pic 46:  Halloween Bandits rob Cobden & Beachburg branches of BNS, 1993 
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Pic 47:  Accounts of Robbery, 1993 
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Pic 48:  Trish Dupuis at Beachburg Branch, 1993 

 

 
Pic 49:  Bank Robbery Charges Laid in 1993 Robberies 



Bank of Nova Scotia 
 

003 Cobden Businesses & Buildings (WHS Project, 2017) compiled by Fay Bennett Page 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 50:  Bank Robbery foiled, 1997 

 

Pic 51:  Bank Robbery, 1997 
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Sergeant Andrew Gagne in an interview at the time of his retirement stated:  

“Asked about what he is most proud of in his accomplishments as a police officer, he said the highlight of his 

career was in 1997, when he took part in catching a trio of bank robbers, who in rapid succession had been 

hitting a series of banks within the Ottawa Valley.  He arrested them shortly after the robbers had held up the 

bank in Cobden, with the take down happening at Cobden's Astrolabe Arena.”9 

 

On September 17, 2010, a single man wearing a mask put a bag on the counter and demanded money.   

Pic 52:  Bank Robbery, 2010 

 

Sean Chase of “The Daily Observer” reports on the conviction in 2011. 

Pembroke bank robber gets five years in prison 

schase@thedailyobserver.ca 
An Ottawa man has received five years in prison for committing a series of robberies across Eastern Ontario, 
including one in Pembroke. 
This week, 41-year-old Peter Harding was sentenced to the five-year prison term after pleading guilty to six 
counts each of robbery, five counts of wearing a disguise while committing an indictable offence, and one count 
of using an imitation firearm while committing an indictable offence. Mr. Harding also received a lifetime 
firearms prohibition and was ordered to provide a DNA sample. 
In handing down the sentence in Pembroke provincial court, Justice Robert Selkirk granted Mr. Harding seven-
and-a-half months of pre-sentence credit.  
Defense counsel Michael March said the judge had applied the totality principle in sentencing, noting that his 
client could have faced two years for each robbery, a total of 12 years. One mitigating circumstance was that Mr. 
Harding never brandished a weapon during the commission of these robberies or showed an imitation weapon.  
"He gave a culpatory statement to the police and admitted to robberies that would have never been solved," said 
Mr. March. 
Justice Selkirk found it aggravating that the robberies committed by Mr. Harding were a symptom of a lifestyle. 
However, he credited the accused with entering an early plea, co-operating with police and accepting 
responsibility for his actions.  
Mr. Harding had been arrested earlier this year after a man had committed a brazen daylight robbery in 
downtown Pembroke. Shortly after 4 p.m. on Jan. 28, the Pembroke Police Service responded after an armed 
robbery had just taken place at Desjardins Credit Union at the corner of Victoria Street and Pembroke Street 
West.  
The investigation revealed that the suspect, who later turned out to be Mr. Harding, was seen in the area in a car 
with a bicycle in its trunk. The car was parked at Pembroke Armoury on Victoria Street, just north of Pembroke 
Street West. He later walked inside and demanded money from the teller, who turned over an undisclosed 
quantity of cash to the robber. He then fled the bank on the bicycle, back to his waiting car.  
After his arrest, Mr. Harding was charged for his involvement in robberies in Chesterville, Merrickville, St. Isidore, 
Kanata and Cobden.  
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The robbery spree began in December, 2009 at a TD Bank in Chesterville. Mr. Harding was also connected with a 
robbery at the Scotiabank in Cobden on Sept. 16, 2010. The largest amount of money he made off with was 
$3,500 from the Caisse Populaire in Kanata.10 
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